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Executive Summary 

The purpose of SeftonΩǎ Community Safety 
Strategic Assessment (CSSA) is to identify local 
needs and views to support local strategy 
development and service planning. In order to 
understand whether we are achieving good 
outcomes locally it is useful to benchmark 
outcomes in Sefton against the national average 
and look at trends over time. 

It should be remembered that community safety 
and cohesion issues can often only be tackled by 
taking a multi-departmental and multi-agency 
approach to solutions since factors influencing 
outcomes include not only both primary 
emergency service activities but also wider 
determinants such as community development 
and social relationships; poverty; education; 
physical environmental quality; housing decency 
and affordability; and diversionary activity and 
family support. 

The primary purpose of this Executive Summary is 
to identify key points from the CSSA core dataset, 
with particular emphasis on those areas and 
issues that are of greater overall concern within 
each part of the report. The overall local picture of 
community safety in the Borough is summarised 
below. 

Core Areas of Concern 

Whilst all rates of crime in all areas have increased 
in Sefton over the last couple of years, this is in 
line with similar national trends. However, whilst 
{ŜŦǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƭƻǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
and Liverpool City Region (LCR) for most 
categories of crime; drugs related crime is above 
national and northwest rates in Sefton. 

The highest absolute levels of crime relate to 
violent crime and thefts, with the most significant 
increase being in violent crime. 

Localities and Spatial Inequality 

When looking at the maps throughout the 
document there are clear areas with high 
densities of crimes (mainly Linacre, Derby, the 
north section of Dukes and Cambridge wards). 
Similar patterns can be seen with the rates of 
Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB), Fly Tipping, and youth 
offending. A possible link to this is the higher 
levels of deprivation seen in these areas. 

Initial Conclusions & 
Recommendations 

In Sefton crimes have shown a year on year 
increase over the past five years with 2017/18 
having the highest rate, a pattern which can be 
seen across England, the North West and LCR. 
Violent crime and theft are the most prolific 
crimes within the Borough; these should be the 
target crime types for future activities. The 
number of violent abuse crimes is also on the rise 
and work should continue in this area. 

A clear link can be seen between certain crimes 
and alcohol (specifically criminal damage and 
violence). These issues are also spatially and 
temporally concentrated. Peak times for these 
crimes are between six pm and four am 
particularly over the weekend, and focussed 
around areas with bars and clubs. Work therefore 
needs to continue with local night time economy 
providers to try and reduce numbers of offences 
and impacts on communities. 

Sefton has a particular issue with substance 
misuse and crime at a time when the levels of 
people within Sefton completing substance 
misuse programmes and not representing has 
fallen for drug users over the past five years.  
Discussions with treatment providers should be 
conducted to find out the reasons for the 
reductions and plans put in place to improve 
outcomes. 

Anti-Social Behaviour levels across Sefton are the 
lowest seen for 10 years which is a positive story, 
though perceptions may not match the reality in 
some communities. Work needs to continue to 
ensure levels remain low, especially with youths 
and street drinkers. 

The rate of those killed and seriously injured on 
Sefton's roads has shown an increase over the 
past five years, however, it remains below the 
national and regional levels. Continued campaigns 
on road safety may help curb the increase. 
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Introduction 

The Sefton Safer Communities Partnership Plan 
highlights the key priorities for building 
community resilience to crime and increase the 
confidence of residents by changing their 
perception of crime in Sefton. 

Ensuring the safety of residents is a clear priority 
ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ŜŦǘƻƴΦ {ŜŦǘƻƴΩǎ {ŀŦŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
Partnership is the coming together of 
organisations from across the borough to work 
towards reducing crime and reassuring 
communities. The effect of crime is wide reaching 
and it is the tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
effect and make our communities safer places to 
live, work and visit. 

To support the next iteration of the plan it is 
important to review and re-assess the current 
pattern, distribution, and levels of community 
safety across Sefton. The Community Safety 
Strategic Assessment is a tool to support the 
planning, decision making, and commissioning 
priorities through the provision of insight into 
community safety issues in Sefton. This helps 
ensure that community safety considerations 
form an integral part of the delivery of statutory 
services within the Community Safety Partnership. 

The purpose of this report is to identify issues 
surrounding community safety in Sefton and to 
some extent the factors influencing those 
patterns to support future evidence-based 
decision making. 

The key priorities in the 2017/18 Safer 
Communities Partnership Plan included: 

 Anti-social Behaviour 

 Domestic Abuse 

 Vulnerable Victims ς including hate crime 

 Community Infrastructure 

 Community Resilience 

 Organised Crime 

 Child Criminal Exploitation 
 

Further details about the Sefton Safer 
Communities Partnership Plan can be found at: 

https://www.merseysidepcc.info/userfiles/SSCP%20Partnersh
ip%20plan%202017%20Final.docx.  

Background 

When interpreting the data provided in this report 
a number of factors should be borne in mind: 

 For crime data, only reported crimes are 
taken into account ς Ƴŀƴȅ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ Ψƭƻǿ-
ƭŜǾŜƭΩ ŎǊƛƳŜǎύ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǳƴǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘΦ 

 An increase in reported crime is not 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ΨōŀŘΩΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
reported crime over a period can be a positive 
result of citizens feeling more confident in the 
reporting processes, police, or justice system. 
This may be particularly relevant to crimes 
such as domestic abuse and /  or sexual 
offences. 

 For crime data the information available for 
use in this report is based on the location the 
offence occurred rather than the residential 
location of the offender and as such any 
correlations will not necessarily directly relate 
to the offender profile. 

 

Supporting Information & 
Context 

JSNA Webpage 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/your-council/plans-
policies/business-intelligence,-insight,-performance/joint-
strategic-needs-assessment-(jsna).aspx  

Population Projections 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1436091/sefton_populati
on_projections_2016.pdf  

Review of Poverty in Sefton 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1405220/Welfare_Reform
_and_Anti-Poverty_v3.pdf 

Sefton Local Plan 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/localplan 

²ŀǊŘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜǎ ƻƴ {ŜŦǘƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

https://www.sefton.gov.uk/your-council/plans-
policies/business-intelligence,-insight,-performance/borough-
ward-profiles.aspx 

 

  

https://www.merseysidepcc.info/userfiles/SSCP%20Partnership%20plan%202017%20Final.docx
https://www.merseysidepcc.info/userfiles/SSCP%20Partnership%20plan%202017%20Final.docx
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/your-council/plans-policies/business-intelligence,-insight,-performance/joint-strategic-needs-assessment-(jsna).aspx
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/your-council/plans-policies/business-intelligence,-insight,-performance/joint-strategic-needs-assessment-(jsna).aspx
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/your-council/plans-policies/business-intelligence,-insight,-performance/joint-strategic-needs-assessment-(jsna).aspx
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1436091/sefton_population_projections_2016.pdf
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/1436091/sefton_population_projections_2016.pdf
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Sefton Overview 

The following section reviews the core current 
patterns and trends in community safety issues 
including crime, anti-social behaviour, deliberate 
fires, and vulnerable people across Sefton. 

Generally {ŜŦǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŎǊƛƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
consistently below the national and Liverpool City 
Region rates over the last decade. However, over 
the last two years there has been a gradual 
increase in the levels of reported crimes which 
closely follows similar increases seen nationally 
and regionally. 

Anti-social behaviour, fly-tipping and deliberate 
fires have shown overall reductions across the 
past 10 years. 

Key Themes 

Domestic Abuse 

Domestic abuse continues to be an ever present 
issue in the Borough. There has been a year on 
year increase in offences reported / dealt with by 
Merseyside Police; similarly there has been an 
increase in the number of cases discussed at 
MARAC when comparing 2017/18 to the previous 
year. 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ 

The rates of Children in Need and Children Looked 
After have shown considerable increases across 
the past five years (40% and 20% respectively). 

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 

Overall ASB has reduced, though 30% of incidents 
reported to Merseyside police in 2017/18 related 
to youths. This has fluctuated over the past four 
years but often becomes an issue around school 
holidays and during the Halloween / bonfire 
period. 

Sexual Offences  

Though numbers of sexual offences are relatively 
low, there has been a continual increase across 
the past five years, with an overall increase of 
151% (though on relatively small numbers). 

Violence  

Continually one of the highest numbers of 
offences reported in Sefton; violence has seen a 
193% increase since 2013/14. 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 

CSE has seen a slight reduction in referral 
numbers when comparing Q3 2014/15 to Q4 
2017/18, however; there has been a 63% increase 
when compared to the Q3 2017/18. 

Hate Crime 

In Sefton, 385 hate crime offences were reported 
to Merseyside Police during the 2017/18, a 164% 
increase over the last five years, and is the highest 
total over the same period. 

Gaps and limitations in 
Knowledge 

Analysis as part of the CSSA has highlighted some 
gaps and limitations in knowledge. 

Measuring the full extent of sexual offences and 
domestic violence is difficult as these offences are 
known to be under reported. Although reporting 
is increasing following high profile national cases, 
it is known that figures are largely influenced by 
the willingness of victims to come forward. 

Lack of recording of enhanced data for assault-
related injury attendances at hospital Emergency 
Departments means it is not possible to further 
understand assault date, time, location or weapon 
which could be recorded. 

Analysis on the residential location of offenders 
compared to offence locations, indicating how far 
offenders are travelling to commit crimes would 
allow better targeting of interventions. 

The lack of victim data potentially under-
represents the impact on wider health and 
wellbeing and reduces information available for 
prioritising better support for victims and their 
families. 

Further data that is not represented within the 
report includes: cuckooing, serious organised 
crime, street drinking, and accurate information 
on rough sleepers. 
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Comparative National Position 

The following chart illustrates the relative position 
of Sefton when compared to the range of values 
for all local authorities nationally, and highlights 
the England, Northwest and Liverpool City Region 
(LCR) rates.  

The graphs show the relative position of Sefton 
( )̧ compared to other Local Authorities in 
England, along with LCR (| ), the North West (| ) 
and England (| ). Low values are to the left, high to 
the right. For some data topics the LCR figure was 
not available. 
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National Crime Comparisons 

Data is published by the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) on a monthly basis showing all 
crimes committed within England down to 
Community Safety Partnership (CSP) geography. 

Across Sefton there were approximately 20,300 
crimes committed during the 2017/18 financial 
year, this equates to a rate of 74 crimes per 1,000 
residents. 

Over the past five years the crime rate within 
Sefton has remained below both the rates seen 
across Liverpool City Region (LCR), the North West 
and England (see Figure 1). 

The crime rate in Sefton has seen a year on year 
increase over the time period (with a 16% rise 
from 2016/17 to 2017/18) following the similar 
national and regional trends. 

Despite the overall upward trend, in 2017/18 
Sefton had the second lowest crime rate of all 
Local Authorities making up LCR (Halton, 
Knowsley, Liverpool, Sefton, St Helens, and 
Wirral). Wirral has the lowest crime rate, with 
Liverpool having the highest. 

Table 1. Total Counts and Rate of Crime per 1,000 
Head of Population 

 

Figure 1. Rate of crimes (per 1,000 population) 
over the last five years 

 

The total crime figures can be broken down into 
nine offence categories. The sections below detail 
the rate of offences by category type occurring 
during each financial year (April to March). 

Arson and Criminal Damage Offences 

The rate of arson and criminal damage offences 
occurring across Sefton has shown an overall 
increase (9%) across the last five years and similar 
patterns can be seen nationally and regionally. 

Sefton has been continually below the North West 
and LCR rates since 2013/14. Sefton has the 
lowest rate of the six LCR local authorities. 

Drug Offences 

Sefton has had considerably higher rates of drug 
offences than that of the North West and England 
for the past five years, yet has lower than the rate 
seen across the LCR area. Sefton has the second 
highest rate of drug offences across the LCR 
(behind Liverpool). 

Numbers of drug offences reduced between 
2013/14 and 2015/16, however, the past two 
years figures have started to show increases. 
Overall there was a 21% reduction between 
2013/14 and 2017/18. 

Miscellaneous Crimes Against Society Offences 

Rates of miscellaneous crimes against society 
have seen year on year increases across the last 
five years in Sefton, along with LCR, North West 
and England. In 2017/18 Sefton moved above the 
national rate yet remained below the other two 
comparator areas. There has been an overall 
increase of 246% when comparing the Sefton rate 
in 2013/14 to the most current rate though actual 
numbers remain quite low. 

2017/18
Crime 

Counts

Crime 

Rates

Halton 13600 107

Knowsley 11500 77

Liverpool 55900 114

Sefton 20300 74

St Helens 14500 81

Wirral 23200 72

LCR 139000 90

North West 707100 97

England 4632900 83

*Numbers rounded to the nearest 100
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Possession of Weapons Offences  

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƻǊ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ {ŜŦǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
of weapons offence rates have remained similar 
across the time period, in four of the five years it 
has been below the comparator areas. Sefton has 
the lowest rate of all LCR authorities. In addition 
absolute numbers are very low compared to other 
offences. 

Public Order Offences 

Sefton is the second lowest of the LCR areas for 
public order offences and has remained below the 
rates seen across LCR as a whole, the North West 
and England, year on year. 

The past two years have seen a considerable 
increase in the number of offences (a similar 
pattern can be seen regionally and nationally), 
with an overall increase of 284% from 2013/14 to 
2017/18. 

Robbery Offences 

Though the rate of robbery offences is relatively 
low, numbers have increased across the past four 
years, with 2017/18 having the highest number. 

Sefton has remained below the national and 
regional rates seen across the previous five years. 
However, Sefton was ranked second highest of all 
the LCR authorities in 2017/18. 

Sexual Offences 

Sexual offences have shown a year on year 
increase in the number of offences in Sefton, a 
pattern replicated across the Liverpool City 
Region, the North West and England. Yet Sefton 
has the second lowest rate of all six LCR areas. 

There has been an increase of 129% from 2013/14 
to 2017/18 across Sefton; however, compared to 
other offence types, absolute counts are relatively 
low. 

Theft Offences 

Levels of theft offences have remain similar across 
the past five years, with Sefton continually being 
below the rates seen in the three comparator 
areas. Sefton is mid table when comparing the six 
local authorities which make up the Liverpool City 
Region. 

Violence Against The Person Offences 

Violence against the person has increased 
significantly since 2013/14 with Sefton seeing an 
overall increase of 221%. However, Sefton has 
remained below the rates seen regionally and 
nationally, and is the lowest of all local authorities 
in LCR. 

Table 2. Count of Offences Occurring in Sefton by 
Type  

 

Figure 2. Rate of Arson and Criminal Damage 
Offences 

 

Figure 3. Rate of Drug Offences  

 

Sefton Offence Counts 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18

Arson and Criminal Damage 2483 2730 2819

Drugs 1008 1063 1262

Miscellaneous Crimes Against Society 279 294 461

Possession of Weapons 96 110 118

Public Order 532 968 1448

Robbery 148 180 205

Sexual 396 447 518

Theft 7248 7115 7715

Violence Against The Person 3660 4660 5785
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Figure 4. Rate of Miscellaneous Crimes Against 
Society Offences  

 

Figure 5. Rate of Possession of Weapons Offences  

 

Figure 6. Rate of Public Order Offences  

 

Figure 7. Rate of Robbery Offences  

 

Figure 8. Rate of Sexual Offences 

 

Figure 9. Rate of Theft Offences 

 

Figure 10. Rate of Violence Against The Person 
Offences 

 

 

  



Last Updated:  23/10/2018 ς Release 
 

 

Data, Insight, Business Intelligence, & Performance  11/53 

 

Locally Reported Crime 

Sefton receives offence data from Merseyside 
Police on a quarterly basis. This data has been 
analysed below to show the type of crimes 
occurring and which areas are most affected by 
which crime. 

Violence and Theft are the most prolific crime 
types seen across Sefton, making up over half 
(56%) of all the crimes in the Borough. Crime 
types have shown varying changes over the time 
period (2013/17 and 2017/18). The relative levels 
of crime also vary across localities and by type of 
crime. 

Part of the increase in crime rates over the last 
couple of years is a result of recording and 
reporting patterns - for example the rate of 
domestic violence offences reported to 
Merseyside police from across Sefton has seen an 
increase of 129%, from 2012/13 to 2016/17. 
Merseyside as a whole has also seen a 
considerable increases in the reporting rates of 
domestic violence (162% during the same time 
period). 

Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) mapping 
indicates that the highest rates of offences in the 
2017/18 (financial year) were located in the South 
of the Borough particularly in Linacre and Derby 
wards. However, there is a small pocket of high 
intensity in the North, centred on Southport town 
centre (Cambridge / Dukes wards). 

Burglary Offences 

The rate of burglary offences within Sefton have 
shown overall reductions (6%) over the past five 
years, however there has been a small increase 
when comparing 2016/17 to 2017/18 rates. 

Unlike all crime, burglary offences are spread 
throughout the borough with high intensities seen 
in Ainsdale, Blundellsands, Ford, Linacre and 
Victoria Wards. 

Criminal Damage Offences 

Criminal damage rates were showing reductions 
across the previous three years, however, there 
have been increases in both 2016/17 and 2017/18 
with the current year being the highest of the five 
year period. 

Criminal damage offences mirror some of the 
areas shown highlighted in the all crime and 
violence maps with Linacre / Derby, and Dukes 
being amongst the highest affected areas, along 
with Ford and St Oswald wards. 

Drug Offences 

Drug offences rates have shown overall 
reductions (19%) across the time period, though 
increases in the last year or so. 

Fraud Offences 

Rates of Fraud offences have fluctuated between 
2013/14 and 2016/17, however, compared to 
other crime types in Sefton Fraud offences are 
relatively low. 

Other Offences 

Other offences have seen a year on year increase 
of 493% across the five year period. 

Robbery Offences 

Robbery offences are pretty static across the time 
period, with a slight increase in the most current 
years. 

Sexual Offences 

Sexual offences have seen consider increases 
across the five year, with an overall increase of 
151%.  However, compared to other crimes the 
rate of offences remains relatively low. 

Theft Offences  

Similar to robbery, theft offences have remained 
relatively static from 2013/14 to 2017/18.  

Thefts - excluding thefts from shops - are spread 
throughout the Borough with high areas apparent 
in Cambridge, Dukes and Kew ward to the North 
Ravenmeols, and Molyneux in Central Sefton and 
[ƛƴŀŎǊŜΣ 5ŜǊōȅΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ hǎǿŀƭŘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
South. Thefts encompass a number of crime types 
including theft from / of a vehicle (large car parks 
in certain areas will provide opportunities for 
these sorts of crimes to occur), theft from the 
person and theft of pedal cycles. 

Theft from shops and stalls is the main type of 
Theft reported in Sefton, again there has been 
little change in the rate of offences reported to 
Merseyside Police. 

As expected high levels of theft from shops are 
concentrated around areas with either high 
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numbers of shops or where there are large 
shopping centres, for example Southport town 
centre in Dukes, Kew retail park in Norwood / 
Kew, Bootle Strand in Linacre, Aintree Asda 
superstore in Molyneux, etc. 

Violence Offences 

Violent offences have seen a year on year increase 
in reporting rates with an overall increase of 
193%. 

Violent crime shows a similar pattern to that of all 
crimes with Linacre, Derby, and Dukes being the 
most affected areas. 

As will be discussed in more detail later, to some 
extent this reflects the night-time economies of 
some of these areas and violence / criminal 
damage associated with large numbers of pubs 
and clubs. 

Domestic Abuse Offences 

Between April 2017 and March 2018, there were 
total of 2,562 Domestic Abuse crimes reported to 
Merseyside Police occurring within the Sefton 
area, an increase of 216% since 2013/14. 
Merseyside as a whole has also seen a 
considerable rise in the rate of domestic abuse. 

There are a number of possible reasons for this 
increase, including victims feeling more confident 
in reporting and handling of cases, more support 
being available, and a change in the law in 
December 2015 meaning psychological and 
emotional abuse is now deemed to be an offence. 

Sefton MARAC (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment 
Conference) - a key component of {ŜŦǘƻƴΩǎ 
Domestic Violence Strategy - discussed 540 
cases between April 2017 and March 2018 an 
increase of 10% when compared to the previous 
year. 
 
As with violent crime, Linacre, Derby, Dukes and 
Cambridge are the wards with the highest 
intensity of people residing in them being 
discussed at MARAC. Central Sefton has some of 
the lowest rates across the whole of the Borough. 
Only victims resident within Sefton are discussed 
at the Sefton MARAC. 

Serious Acquisitive Crime Offences 

Serious Acquisitive Crimes (SAC) is an 
amalgamation of four crimes types (domestic 

burglary, theft of a motor vehicle, theft from a 
motor vehicle, and robbery). There were 3,422 
SAC offences reported to Merseyside Police 
during 2017/18. This is the highest number of 
reports in the past five years and has seen an 
increase of 24% when compared to 2013/14. 

Hate Crime Offences 

In Sefton 385 hate crime offences were reported 
to Merseyside Police during the 2017/18 financial 
year. This is a 164% increase over the last five 
years and is the highest over the same period. A 
similar pattern can be seen across the whole of 
Merseyside. Sefton continually has a lower rate 
than that of the rest of Merseyside. 

Table 3. Sefton Crime Types 2017/18 

 

Table 4. Additional Sefton Crime Categorisations  

 

Figure 11a. Rate of Burglary Offences  

 

Offence Title
Crime 

Count

Crime 

%

Burglary 2279 11%

Criminal Damage 2960 15%

Drugs 1244 6%

Fraud 248 1%

Other 1328 7%

Robbery 204 1%

Sexual 545 3%

Theft 5209 26%

Violence 6175 31%

Category
Crime 

Count

Crime 

%

Domestic Abuse Crime 2562 13%

Serious Acqusitive Crime 3422 17%

Hate Crime 385 2%
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Figure 11b. Rate of Criminal Damage Offences  

 

Figure 11c. Rate of Drug Offences  

 

Figure 11d. Rate of Fraud Offences  

 

Figure 11e. Rate of Other Offences  

 

Figure 11f. Rate of Robbery Offences  

 

Figure 11g. Rate of Sexual Offences  

 

Figure 11h. Rate of Theft Offences  

 

Figure 11i. Theft from Shops and Stalls
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Figure 11j. Rate of Violence Offences  

 

Figure 12. Rate of Domestic Abuse Offences  

 

Figure 13. Rate of Serious Acquisitive Crime 
Offences  

 

Figure 14. Rate of Hate Crime Offences  
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Geographic Distributions of Crimes 

Figure 15. Distribution of All Reported Crime (LSOA 
Level) - Rank of Crime Rate 

 

Figure 16. Distribution of Burglaries (LSOA Level) - 
Rank of Crime Rate 

  

Figure 17. Distribution of Criminal Damage Crime 
(LSOA Level) - Rank of Crime Rate 
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Figure 18. Distribution of Theft Crime ς not inc. 
theft from shops (LSOA Level) - Rank of Crime Rate 

 

Figure 19. Distribution of Theft from Shops and 
Stalls (LSOA Level) - Rank of Crime Rate 

 

Figure 20. Distribution of Violent Crime (LSOA 
Level) - Rank of Crime Rate 

 

Figure 21. Distribution of MARAC cases 
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Details of Violent Offences  

Due to the significant increase in the number of 
violent offences seen within Sefton (a trend also 
seen regionally and nationally) violent offence 
data has been expanded upon in this section. 

The weekend (Saturday and Sundays) is the peak 
time for these offences with 32% of all reported 
violent offences. Violent offence numbers 
increase throughout the day with the highest peak 
being between 16:00 and 19:59 hours making up 
over a quarter (26%) of all violent offences. (Due 
to the times not being available on all crimes, 414 
were not included in the hour band analysis). 

Figure 22. Violent Offences Weekday 

 

Figure 23 Violent Offences Hour bands 

 

Merseyside Police include various flags within 
their reported crime data including if the offence 
in question was: 

Á Committed by a stranger. 
Á If alcohol was involved. 
Á If it was Domestic related. 
Á If it was a hate crime. 
Á If a knife was used. 
Á If drugs were involved. 

 

In total between April 2016 and March 2018 there 
were 10,969 violent crimes reported across 
Sefton. 63% of these had at least one of the above 
mentioned flags (in some offences up to four flags 
were present) at the time of reporting. 

Domestic and Alcohol flags were the most 
prevalently used within the violent crime offences 
during the two year period (both of which have 
shown overall increases over the quarters), with 
the use of knife flag being the lowest. 

Á Stranger Flag 
Á 3,089 total offences 
Á 2,296 with stranger alone 
Á 793 with other flags 
Á 72% were either Stranger and Alcohol or 

Stranger and Hate 
Á Alcohol Flag 
Á 1,633 total offences 
Á 327 with alcohol alone 
Á 1,306 with other flags 
Á 74% were either Alcohol and Stranger or 

Alcohol and Domestic 
Á 10% related to Alcohol, Domestic and 

Drugs 
Á Domestic Flag 
Á 3,068 total offences 
Á 2,135 with domestic alone 
Á 933 with other flags 
Á 71% were Domestic and Alcohol  
Á 14% related to Domestic,  Alcohol and 

Drugs 
 

Figure 24a. Number of Violent Offences by Flag 
Type  
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Figure 24b. Number of Violent Offences by Flag 
Type  

 

Figure 24c. Long Term Generalised Trend Lines for 
the top three flags types in Violent Offences 

 
 
Looking further back in time to April 2014 the top 
three flag types (Stranger, Alcohol and Domestic) 
have all seen overall increases with increases in 
offences caused by strangers seeing the steepest 
rise. 

Between 2014/15 and 2016/17 there have been 
574 emergency hospital admissions relating to 
violent crimes across Sefton which equates to an 
age-standardised rate of 76.6 - significantly worse 
than the rate seen across England, and the North 
West though less than that of the Liverpool City 
Region. There has been an overall reduction (17%) 
in the admission rates when comparing the 
current period to 2010/11 to 12/13. However, 
there has been a slight increase (2%) from the 
previous yearsΩ data. 

Figure 25. Age-Standardised Rate of Emergency 
Hospital Admissions for Violence per 100,000 
Population (Including Sexual Violence) 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ΨNight TimeΩ Economy 

In December 2017, there were a total of 423 
premises within Sefton, which have a property 
usage title of Public House / Bar / Nightclub (Night 
Time Economy provider ς NTE provider) according 
to the Local Land and Property Gazetteer. These 
are located in 95 Lower Super Output Areas across 
Sefton (94 LSOAs did not have any). 

During 2017/18 there were 1,364 crimes reported 
to Merseyside Police which were recorded with 
the alcohol flag. Of these 78% were either 
Criminal Damage or Violence, and 66% occurred 
between the hours of 18:00 and 03:59. Using this 
as a guide for night time economy crime, all 
criminal damage and violent crime occurring 
during the times of 18:00 and 03:59 (where the 
earliest hour committed data was available) have 
been analysed below and will be called NTE Crime. 

There were a total of 4,190 NTE crimes in 
2017/18, showing a year on year increase in the 
number over the past five years, with an overall 
increase of 113% when comparing 2013/14 to the 
current period. 

Using the earliest time / date committed 
information, the weekend (Saturday and Sundays) 
is the peak time with 32% of all reported NTE 
crimes. NTE crimes reduce across the pre-
determined time period, 76% of the crimes 
occurring before midnight. The most prevalent 
hour band was 18:00 to 18:59 with 14% of all 
reports, followed by 20:00 to 20:59 with 13%. 

62% of the offences were violence related, with 
the most prolific type being actual bodily harm 
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(20%), followed by common assault and battery 
(18%). 

When looking at the geographical distribution of 
NTE crimes they are unsurprisingly more 
prevalent where there are high concentrations of 
NTE establishments, eg Southport town centre, 
South Road in Waterloo, and central Bootle. 

 Table 5. Total Alcohol Related Crimes (2017/18)  

 

Figure 26. Total Alcohol Related Crimes by hour 
band (2017/18)  

 

Figure 27. NTE Crimes Year Counts 

 

Figure 28. NTE Crimes Weekday Counts (2017/18) 

 

Figure 29. NTE Crimes Hour Counts (2017/18) 

 

Table 6. NTE Offence Types (2017/18)  

 




































































