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This conservation area appraisal was prepared by Sefton Council and following public 

consultation in July and August was fully adopted in December 2025 
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Preface 

Legislative Background 

Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Act local authorities have been empowered to 

designate as Conservation Areas those areas within their districts which were 

considered 'special'.  The subsequent Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) Act of 1990 consolidated those powers and defined Conservation Areas as: 

"(..)areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of 

which it is desirable to preserve or enhance" 

Such areas are diverse.  They may be large or small; residential or commercial; civic 

or industrial; old or relatively modern.  They may represent social ideals or civic 

pride.  They may be specifically designed or speculatively produced; modest or grand.  

They may contain Listed Buildings of architectural or historic interest or may simply 

have local historic association.  However, common to all will be an identifiable 

environmental quality which should be protected from unsympathetic redevelopment 

or alteration. 

Sefton Council has declared 25 Conservation Areas throughout the Borough reflecting 

the variety of building styles and environments exhibited within its borders. 

Policy Framework 

The content of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 is 

supported by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the National Planning 

Policy Guidance (NPPG) and Historic England óAdvice Note 1ô. The principles 

within the NPPF, the NPPG and óAdvice Note 1ô are further supported by Sefton 

Council's Heritage policies contained within its Local Plan. This legislation and policy 

framework enables the authority to exercise greater control over development within 

Conservation Areas and, where appropriate, this may be supplemented by the use of 

'Article 4 Directions' to remove permitted development rights. In this way, minor 

changes, which may be cumulatively detrimental, can be more closely controlled.  

Historic England have also produced a suite of documents that expand on the NPPF 

and provide further advice on all different aspects of the historic environment, 

particularly ñGuidance on the Management of Conservation Areasò, ñConservation 

Area Appraisalsò, ñStreets for Allò and ñValuing Placesò. Local Authorities have a 

duty to review, from time to time, their areas to ensure that places of special 

architectural or historic interest are being protected. The boundaries of existing 

Conservation Areas may be revised, new areas may be designated and those areas 

which have been eroded to the extent that their special character has been lost, may be 

de-designated. 

NPPF ï National Planning Policy Framework 

Gov.uk ï National Planning Policy Framework 16 - Conserving and Enhancing the Historic 

Environment 

NPPG ï National Planning Policy Guidance 
Gov.uk ï Guidance - Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment 

Historic England óAdvice Note 1ô 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/16-conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/16-conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
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Historicengland.org.uk - Publications - Advice Note 1 

How status affects Planning decisions 

Whilst the Council recognises that, for Conservation Areas to remain 'live' and 

responsive to a changing society, changes must and will occur, it nevertheless 

undertakes to ensure that all changes make a positive contribution to the character and 

appearance of its Conservation Areas and do not result in any serious loss of character 

or features. 

Planning legislation supports the authority by increasing its control over 

developments, in addition to normal permitted developments. It does this in the 

following ways: 

¶ Buildings and structures may not be demolished without Planning Permission. 

¶ Trees of a minimum 75mm diameter trunk at 1.5 metres above ground) are 

protected and all work to them requires consent from the Council.  

¶ New development is expected to reflect the quality of design and construction of 

the surrounding area and should make a positive contribution to the area's 

character.  

Local planning authorities may, if necessary, exercise even greater control by 

removing the basic permitted development rights of householders. Under section 72 

of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the Council has 

a legal obligation to ensure that "special attention shall be paid to the desirability of 

preserving or enhancing the character or appearance" of the area when deciding 

planning applications. 

Sefton 2030 vision 

The Sefton 2030 vision (core-purpose-delivering-the-2030-vision.pdf (sefton.gov.uk)) 

was adopted in 2016 and sets out a vision for the future of the borough and to 

understand and focus on what is important for the Borough and its communities. This 

will provide a foundation in order to stimulate growth, prosperity, set new expectation 

levels and to help focus on what is important for Sefton. The Core Purpose relevant to 

the conservation area includes:  

¶ Facilitate confident and resilient communities.  

¶ Place-leadership and influence.  

¶ Drivers for change and reform.  

¶ Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity.  

¶ Generate income for social reinvestment.  

¶ Cleaner and Greener. 

The document outlines how the Council will contribute to achieving those ambitions 

and core purposes set out in the Vision 2030. 

  

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/
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Maghull Neighbourhood Plan (NDP) 

The Maghull Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) (Maghull N P Final Version2 

(sefton.gov.uk)) is a type of statutory planning document and aims to give the local 

community an opportunity to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood and shape its 

development and growth. This is set out in the óLocalism Actô which came into force in April 

2011.  

The NDP provides a vision for the future of the town and sets out clear planning policies to 

realise this vision, which accord with higher level planning policy, as required by the 

Localism Act. Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less development than set 

out in the Local Plan or undermine their strategic policies. Outside these strategic elements, 

neighbourhood plans shape and direct sustainable development in their area. Once a 

neighbourhood plan has demonstrated its general conformity with the strategic policies of the 

Local Plan and is brought into force, the policies it contains take precedence over existing 

non-strategic policies in the Local Plan for that neighbourhood, where they are in conflict.  

Maghull Neighbourhood Plan was formally approved by Sefton Council on 5th February 

2015. It now forms part of Sefton's development plan, and, together with the Sefton Local 

Plan (2017) and Waste Local Plan (2013) will be used to help determine planning applications 

in the parish of Maghull. 

Need for an appraisal 

The first step to protecting the inherent qualities of a Conservation Area is having a 

thorough understanding of its character. This should then underpin local policies for 

the areaôs protection. Such a definition requires a thorough appraisal of the area to 

assess the contribution of each element (e.g., buildings, boundaries, trees, surfaces, 

etc.) to the areaôs overall character. Whilst this appraisal aims to identify the essential 

elements which give this Conservation Area its character, it is not intended as a 

detailed evaluation of each building and feature. Therefore, any buildings, features 

and details may still have importance even though not specifically referred to in the 

document and any omissions do not indicate lack of merit or interest.  

Conservation Area designation may result in implications for property owners through 

increased statutory controls which carefully manage development, however 

designation can also enhance economic and social wellbeing and provide a sense of 

continuity. The most effective conservation work can act as a catalyst for further 

regeneration and improvements to the public realm. Conservation Area Appraisals 

allow the public to offer comment on the observations and recommendations made 

within and the justification of designation as a whole. 
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1 Introduction  

1.1 Background 

This appraisal has been prepared by the Conservation Team of the Planning 

Department within Economic Growth and Housing of Sefton Metropolitan Borough 

Council. The purpose of the Appraisal is to clarify the designation of Damfield Lane 

Conservation Area. This designation gives the Local Planning Authority additional 

powers and control with which to protect and enhance the areas characteristics.  

1.2 Scope and Structure of the Study 

The scope of this appraisal is based on óGuidance on conservation area appraisalsô, a 

document published by Historic England. In accordance with the guidelines, the 

following framework has been used as the basis for this analysis: 

¶ Location and context 

¶ Historic development 

¶ Landscapes and vistas 

¶ Townscape and focal buildings 

¶ Architecture materials and details 

¶ Negative factors and opportunities for enhancement 

¶ Management Plan 

The appraisal has been structured in accordance with this document, focusing on 

specific areas that have been highlighted within the document. Along with written 

documentation, visual material has also been included, encompassing plans (both 

historical and current) and photographs. The appraisal concludes with a management 

plan and recommendations for amendments to the Conservation Area boundary. It is 

the aim of this appraisal to identify and examine those elements which individually 

and collectively define the essential character of the area. 

1.3 Extent of the Conservation Area 

The study covers the Conservation Area of Damfield Lane, Maghull, which is situated 

1km south of Maghull Central Square. The Conservation area is located on the 

Eastern side of the A59 which bisects Maghull, before leading North to Ormskirk and 

eventually Preston. The Conservation Area is enclosed by clear physical boundaries 

of the canal, the dual carriageway (A59) and the tree groups to the East.  
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1.4 Designation 

A proposal for the designation of Damfield Lane as a Conservation Area was drawn 

up and presented to Sefton Planning Committee in August 1992. The primary reason 

for designation is stated as: 

óThe site identified at Damfield Lane, Maghull is considered to present a combination 

of architectural and townscape value with historic interest and archaeological 

potential of a quality to justify designation as a conservation area.ô  

The formal designation was made by Sefton Metropolitan Borough Council in 

October 1992. 

1.5 General Identity 

Damfield Lane Conservation Area focuses on a loosely arranged cluster of historic 

buildings around the junction of Damfield Lane and Deyes Lane. The area is notable 

for its strong semi-rural character, shaped by open green spaces, mature native 

planting, and an informal layout that reflects its medieval and agricultural origins. 

Three significant structures ï Chapel House Farm, Chapel House Farm Outbuildings, 

and Maghull Chapel ï date back to 1650 or earlier, anchoring the areaôs historical 

identity. There are three distinct clusters of buildings which can be divided into 

groups around: the Church, the former Chapel House Farm and the Parish Hall. The 

buildings around the Parish Hall are part of or former buildings of St. Andrews C. of 

E. School, some of which date back to the Early 19th Century. 

The canal defines the southern edge of the Conservation Area and contributes to the 

semi-rural setting. Equally important is the open land that sweeps down to meet the 

canal, adjacent to the Church. This green space is a defining feature in its own right, 

reinforcing the areaôs semi-rural quality and offering a visual and physical sense of 

openness rarely found in urbanised settings. The semi-rural identity is further 

reinforced by the distinctive stone wall that lines both sides of Damfield Lane. Often 

accompanied by native hedging and mature planting, the wall helps screen properties 

beyond, reflecting the character of a secluded rural lane, forming a continuous and 

highly characteristic boundary feature within the landscape.  

1.6 Survey 

The Conservation Area Appraisal has involved archival research in the locality and 

detailed site surveys in the last quarter of 2024 and first quarter of 2025. The site 

visits provided an opportunity to gather photographic evidence, assess the condition 

of the areaôs listed buildings against their most up to date surveys and combine the 

research undertaken as part of a desk-based study. 
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2 Location and Context 

2.1 Location 

Damfield Lane Conservation Area is located in the South of Sefton Metropolitan 

Borough, approximately 1km South of Maghull Central Square. The Conservation 

area is enclosed by the A59 to the East and the Leeds Liverpool Canal to the South. It 

covers an area of 5.4 hectares. 

2.2 Topography and Geology 

Maghull generally is flat and low lying other than some minor undulation and is 

largely sat on superficial deposits of Shirdley Hill Sand from the Pleistocene-

Holocene Epoch and a bedrock of Sherwood Sandstone from the Late Permian - Mid 

Triassic Epoch. 

Damfield Lane Conservation Area has some minor undulation caused by variations in 

the geology. The small cluster of buildings to the North-West of Damfield Lane are 

situated on a small mound, which has an underlying bedrock of Sandstone (Sellafield 

Member) from the Triassic Epoch. The mound is surrounded by superficial Devensian 

Till: Diamicton deposits from the Pleistocene Epoch.  

2.3 Uses and General Condition 

There are three distinct clusters of buildings in the North-West of the Conservation 

Area which have similar uses. St. Andrewôs Church is surrounded by a graveyard, 

Plan 1 - Location of the Conservation Area in relation to Maghull 
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Vicarage, Maghull Chapel, Harrison Monument and Sundial. Chapel House Farm and 

the surrounding buildings are all residential and are partially concealed from Damfield 

Lane by hedgerows, trees and a stone boundary wall. Former school buildings (now 

residential) and St. Andrews C. of E. School surround Maghull Parish Hall. Towards 

the South-East of the Conservation Area, the primary use class is residential, which 

includes a cluster of fourteen 21st Century dwellings and two isolated dwellings on the 

Conservation Area boundary.  

The general condition of most aspects of the conservation area is very high. Properties 

and boundary walls are largely well maintained and the landscaping features such as 

trees, boundary hedges are well kept.  

2.4 Conservation Context  

Damfield Lane Conservation Area is situated approximately 1.7km North-East of 

Sefton Village Conservation Area, and 3.3km South of Lydiate Hall and Chapel 

Conservation Area. Both Lunt Village Conservation Area and Homer Green 

Conservation Area are located 2.5km and 3.1km East of Damfield Lane, respectively, 

Damfield Lane Conservation Area is the only Conservation Area in Maghull, 

therefore highlighting the uniqueness and distinctiveness of the area.  

Plan 2 - Conservation context of the Conservation Area. 
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The conservation area sits within the Hall Lane Character Area of the Maghull 

Neighbourhood Plan.  

2.5 Study Area Boundary  

The Conservation Area Boundary is unusually shaped but is centred around a cluster 

of 6 listed building at the junction of Deyes Lane and Damfield Lane. The 

Conservation Area is boarded by the A59, dual carriageway, to the West and the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal to the South. Beyond the Leeds and Liverpool Canal is 

Maghull Cricket Club.  

The Conservation Area extends down to Whinney Brook and then roughly follows the 

boundary wall of Damfield Lane until the access road to Chapel House. Deyes Lane 

defines the Conservation Area to the North. The boundary of the Conservation Area 

cuts through St. Andrews C. of E. School due to the historic building line.  

The area studied for this appraisal extended beyond the Conservation Area boundaries 

and took into account any external views into the area, particularly along the Leeds 

and Liverpool Canal. 

Plan 3 - Conservation Area Boundary 
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3 Historic Development 

3.1 Early History and Origins  

Maghull is an ancient settlement with obscure origins. According to Maghull 

Neighbourhood Plan, the original settlement, pre-dating the Domesday Survey of 

1086, consisted of fifty people and six square miles of agricultural land. In the 

Domesday survey, Maghull is identified as óMageleô, a tiny agricultural settlement 

located on a ridge of high ground. The name is thought to be derived from the Old 

English words ómaegoeô (mayweed) and óhalhô (nook or corner), reflecting the areaôs 

flora. Mayweed or stinking camomile (anthemic cotula) remains common in the area 

today.  

Early records of Maghull consist mainly of land grants, leases, and occasional court 

records. Mentions of Maghullwoode suggest that much of the area was once forested, 

but with evidence of areas of moss land and marsh as well.  

The Manor of Maghull was held by Uctred in 1066, and in 1212, it was held by Alan 

de Halsall from Roger, the Constable of Cheshire, by Knightôs service. The Halsall 

family continued to be recognised as the superior Lords of Maghull down to the 14th 

century. In 1568 Maghull Moss was divided between Sir Richard Molyneux of 

Melling and Edward Hulme of Maghull. The boundary of Maghull was defined by 

Maghull Brook to the North, Melling Brook to the South and the River Alt to the 

West. 

Maghull was one of the five townships of the ancient parish of Halsall, alongside 

Halsall, Downholland, Lydiate and Melling. The scattered rural community of 

Maghull remained part of the Parish of Halsall until becoming an independent parish 

in the mid-19th century. The ancient parish of Halsall spanned 10 miles, with Maghull 

township covering 2,098 acres, one-eighth of the total area of the parish. 

Figure 1 - Tithe map of Maghull Before 1650, compiled in 1840 

Source: A History of Maghull by R. Hordern 
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A óchapel of easeô was provided for the local community well before the separation of 

Maghull from the Parish of Halsall, as early as 1100. The chapel was likely 

established due to the distance from the parish church of Halsall. Although the exact 

date of its construction is unknown, surviving piers and arches suggest that the chapel 

was built during the architectural transition from Romanesque to Gothic, in the 13th 

century.  Despite the Chapel having Norman-looking round arches, the moulding of 

the arches indicates that the chapel was likely constructed around 1285-1290. 

The chapel, known as the Unsworth Chapel, is considered the oldest ecclesiastical 

building in Merseyside. In 1883, it was marked for demolition to make way for a 

larger Church, Parish Church of St Andrews, but local opposition preserved the older 

part of the chapel. The surviving structure, dating from the 13th century, is a Grade II* 

listed building. The nave and southern portion of the chapel, demolished in the late 

19th century, were originally constructed in 1755, replacing an earlier medieval nave. 

Adjacent to the chapel stood the tithe barn, a substantial structure in Maghull. 

Although it was demolished to make way for St. Andrews Church, some of its 

stonework remains in the Vicarage Garden. 

Although not as ancient, Chapel House Farm and the associated outbuilding are 

believed to date from the early 17th century. These buildings likely served as part of a 

working farm associated with the nearby chapel. Local residents once believed that a 

tunnel linked the house to the old chapel. The surrounding stone boundary walls, 

which may have been constructed at the same time and from similar stone, likely 

defined the farmland connected to the property. 

By 1667, the population of Maghull had increased to 599, with 136 houses and 127 

families. At this time, the primary crop in the area was oat, although most of the land 

was devoted to animal farming, with grazing pastures dominating the landscape. 

Accessibility to the settlement improved significantly with the construction of the 

Figure 2 - An Early Photography of the Chapel, 1860 
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Leeds Liverpool Canal between 1770 and 1774. A wharf was established near Red 

Lion Bridge to facilitate the movement of agricultural produce and coal, although the 

township remained relatively dispersed and unchanged until the early 19th century.  

By 1840, the area had undergone a shift from predominantly livestock farming to 

arable agriculture. Population growth led to further infrastructural development, 

including the arrival of the railway in 1949. Maghull station was opened on the 

Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston Railway line, improving connections and 

accelerating local development. 

Education also progressed during this period. óMaghull Schoolô was established in 

1832, located in a small (now altered) 18th century cottage fronting onto Damfield 

Lane. A new single-storey school building was erected in 1839 with voluntary 

contributions and a charitable grant. The school was extended to become a two-storey 

building in 1878 after schooling became compulsory.  

The school rooms doubled as the social centre of the village until 1906 when funds 

were raised to erect ña building for a Menôs Club, Reading Room and a large hall for 

concerts, entertainments and religious meetingsò. The ñMaghull Parish Instituteò 

opened in 1909, designed by local architect A.E Cuddy in an óArts and Craftsô style. It 

remains standing today, largely in its original form, with some suspected mid-20th 

century additions.  

The foundation stone for the parish Church of St Andrews was laid on 2nd July 1878, 

and the church consecrated on 8th September 1880. The Church was designed by 

Architect J. F. Doyle. The construction of the new church sparked debate about the 

fate of the old chapel. The compromise resulted in the demolition of most of the 

chapel, leaving only the chancel and north chapel intact. New south and west walls 

were built out of salvaged material and a new porch was added, creating the 

buildingôs current form.  

Figure 3 - Maghull School Buildings in mid-18th century 



DAMFIELD LANE CONSERVATION AREA 

APPRAISAL AND MANAGEMENT PLAN 

17 

Part of the former 'Maghull Homes' hospital site is located within the Conservation 

Area. Founded in 1888, the Maghull Homes were established as a charitable trust to 

care for people suffering from epilepsy. The óHomesô expanded rapidly, acquiring the 

late 19th century óChapel House,ô a fine mansion house of rusticated stucco and 

quoins, and its surrounding 6 acres of land in 1901. The 17th century Chapel House 

Farm and surrounding fifty acres were acquired in 1903 and used for accommodation 

and for farming operations which supplied milk, eggs, vegetables and bacon.  

Both Chapel House and Chapel House Farm were refurbished at the turn of the 21st 

Century to form private dwellings and the nearby outbuilding was converted into two 

self-contained residential units. Chapel House was substantially extended and 

subdivided into apartments, although it still retains much of its internal character, 

including its decorative covings. The conversion of Chapel House Farm and its 

associated buildings was substantial, although the buildings retained much of their 

original character.  

Figure 4 - St Andrew's Church, 1900's 

Figure 5 - Chapel House Farm (n.d.) 










































































































