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The Ordnance Survey mapping included in this publication is provided by the Metropolitan 

Borough of Sefton under licence from the Ordnance Survey, in order to fulfil its public function 

as a planning authority.  Persons viewing this mapping should contact Ordnance Survey 

copyright for advice where they wish to licence Ordnance Survey mapping data for their own 

use. 

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2016 Ordnance Survey 100018192  

Plan 1 Showing Green Lane Conservation Area  
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PREFACE 

Legislative Background 

  

Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Act local authorities have been empowered to designate 

Conservation Areas.  Section 69(1)(a) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) Act of 1990 defines Conservation Areas as:- 

 

"Areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or appearance of 

which it is desirable to preserve or enhance". 

 

Key elements in defining such óspecial interestô could include the relationship between 

Conservation Areas and their setting, the visible impact of historic development, the interaction 

between people and place, the quality of architectural design, the greenspaces and planting 

within and the contribution of designated and non-designated heritage assets alike.  

 

Conservation Areas are diverse.  They may be large or small; residential or commercial; civic 

or industrial; old or relatively modern.  They may represent social ideals or civic pride.  They 

may be specifically designed or speculatively produced; modest or grand.  They may contain 

listed buildings of architectural or historic interest or may simply have local historic 

association.  However, common to all will be an identifiable environmental quality which 

should be protected from unsympathetic redevelopment or alteration. 

 

Sefton Council has declared 25 Conservation Areas throughout the Borough reflecting the 

variety of building styles and environments within its borders. 

 

Policy Framework 

 

The content of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 is supported 

by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Historic England óAdvice Note 1ô. 

  

The principles within the NPPF and óAdvice Note 1ô are further supported by Sefton Council's 

Heritage policies contained within its Local Plan. 

 

This legislation and policy framework enables the authority to exercise greater control over 

development within Conservation Areas and, where appropriate, this may be supplemented by 

the use of 'Article 4 Directions' to remove permitted development rights.  In this way, minor 

changes, which may be cumulatively detrimental, can be more closely controlled. The NPPF 

contains a large raft of policies which are relevant to Formby and its conservation area 

specifically that within Chapter 16, Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment.  

Historic England have also produced a suite of documents that expand on the NPPF and provide 

further advice on all different aspects of the historic environment, particularly ñGuidance on 

the Management of Conservation Areasò and ñConservation Area Appraisalsò ñStreets for Allò 

and ñValuing Placesò. 

Local Authorities have a duty to review, from time to time, their areas to ensure that places of 

special architectural or historic interest are being protected.  The boundaries of existing 

Conservation Areas may be revised, new areas may be designated and those areas which have 

been eroded to the extent that their special character has been lost, may be de-designated. 
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NPPF 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data

/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf 

 

NPPG 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-

environment#designated-heritage-assets 

 

Historic England óAdvice Note 1ô 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-

designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-

management/ 

 

How status affects planning decisions 

 

Whilst the Council recognises that, for Conservation Areas to remain 'live' and responsive to a 

changing society, changes must and will occur, it nevertheless undertakes to ensure that all 

changes preserve or enhance the character and appearance of its Conservation Areas and do 

not result in any serious loss of character or features. 

 

Planning legislation supports the local authority in this by increasing its powers of control over 

development.  It does this in the following ways: 

  

¶ Buildings and structures may not be demolished without Planning Permission.   

¶ Trees of a minimum 75mm diameter trunk at 1.5 metres above ground) are protected 

and all work to them requires consent from the Council.   

¶ New development is expected to reflect the quality of design and construction of the 

surrounding area and should make a positive contribution to the area's character.   

 

Local planning authorities may, if necessary, exercise even greater control by removing the 

basic permitted development rights of householders.  

 

Under section 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the 

Council has a legal obligation to ensure that "special attention shall be paid to the desirability 

of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance" of the area when deciding planning 

applications. 

 

Sefton Local Plan  

The Local Plan was adopted in April 2017 and supplements National policy and guidance. The 

Local Plan sets out how new development will be managed in the period from 2015 to 2030 

and encourages sustainable development and economic growth, as well as the protection of the 

historic environment through its specific policies. These policies support regeneration and 

economic growth whilst Chapter 11 relates to Natural and Heritage Assets. 

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD)  

The aim of SPDôs is to provide clear guidance on how the Council will apply Local Plan 

policies relating to a specific area or specific issues. 

The documents will set out principles and standards that development should adhere to, in order 

to safeguard good design and maintain the special character of the area. The documents will 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#designated-heritage-assets
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#designated-heritage-assets
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
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also provide guidance in relation to particularly sensitive areas designated for their historic or 

architectural quality. The specific Supplementary Planning Documents are emerging but will 

be adopted to support the aims and objectives of the Management Plan. These will include a 

document relating to all aspects of shopfront design including consideration of security features 

alleviating the need for unsightly shutters and related boxes.   

It will help to address negative factors highlighted within the Conservation Area Appraisal 

including issues and future management set out within this document. 

Sefton 2030 vision  

The Sefton 2030 vision was adopted in 2016 and sets out a vision for the future of the borough 

and to understand and focus on what is important for the Borough and its communities. This 

will provide a foundation in order to stimulate growth, prosperity, set new expectation levels 

and to help focus on what is important for Sefton.  

 

The Core Purpose relevant to the conservation area includes:  

¶ Facilitate confident and resilient communities.  

¶ Place-leadership and influence.  

¶ Drivers for change and reform.  

¶ Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity.  

¶ Generate income for social reinvestment.  

¶ Cleaner and Greener.  

 

The document outlines how the Council will contribute to achieving those ambitions and core 

purposes set out in the Vision 2030. 

Formby Neighbourhood Plan (NDP) 

 

The Formby and Little Altcar Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is a new type of 

planning document and is part of the Governmentôs new approach to planning, which aims to 

give local people more say about what goes on in their area and the opportunity for 

communities to develop a shared vision for their neighbourhood and shape its development and 

growth. This is set out in the óLocalism Actô which came into force in April 2011. 

 

The NDP provides a vision for the future of the town and sets out clear planning policies to 

realise this vision. These policies accord with higher level planning policy, as required by the 

Localism Act. 

 

Neighbourhood plans and orders should not promote less development than set out in the Local 

Plan or undermine their strategic policies. Outside these strategic elements, neighbourhood 

plans shape and direct sustainable development in their area. Once a neighbourhood plan has 

demonstrated its general conformity with the strategic policies of the Local Plan and is brought 

into force, the policies it contains take precedence over existing non-strategic policies in the 

Local Plan for that neighbourhood, where they are in conflict.  

 

Formby and Little Altcar Parish Councils Neighbourhood Plan was independently examined 

in summer 2019 and approved for referendum. Subsequently the local community voted to 

approve the document through the referendum held on 10th October 2019. 



GREEN LANE CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL AND MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

8 
 

 

The need for a Conservation Area appraisal and Management Plan 

 

The first step to protecting the inherent qualities of a Conservation Area is having a thorough 

understanding of its character.  This should then underpin local policies for the areaôs 

protection.  Such a definition requires a thorough appraisal of the area to assess the contribution 

of each element (e.g. buildings, boundaries, trees, surfaces, etc.) to the areaôs overall character.   

 

Whilst this appraisal aims to identify the essential elements which give this Conservation Area 

its character, it is not intended as a detailed evaluation of each building and feature.  Therefore, 

any buildings, features and details may still have importance even though not specifically 

referred to in the document and any omissions do not indicate lack of merit or interest. 

Public interest 

 

Conservation Area designation may result in implications for property owners through 

increased statutory controls which carefully manage development, however designation can 

also enhance economic and social wellbeing and provide a sense of continuity. The most 

effective conservation work can act as a catalyst for further regeneration and improvements to 

the public realm. Conservation Area Appraisals allow the public to offer comment on the 

observations and recommendations made within and the justification of designation as a whole.   
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background 

The purpose of this Appraisal and Management Plan is to clarify the designation of the area 

around Green Lane, Formby as a Conservation Area. The designation as a Conservation Area 

provides the Local Planning Authority with additional powers to protect and enhance its special 

characteristics. It is a statutory requirement for local authorities to publish up to date proposals 

for the conservation and enhancement of Conservation Areas.  

 

The Management Plan naturally follows on from the Conservation Area Appraisal and 

identifies the essential elements of the Conservation Area in order to provide a thorough 

understanding of its character. The Management Plan is the key tool for outlining the way in 

which the Council will seek to preserve and enhance the conservation area and how it will be 

monitored.  

 

Good management and maintenance is crucial to the long-term care of heritage sites, this means 

having the right skills and procedures in place to ensure that they are looked after in an 

appropriate manner. Poor management and maintenance put heritage at risk, and can lead to 

higher repair, restoration and refurbishment costs in the future.  

 

The Conservation Area encompasses the majority of Formbyôs historic buildings and historic 

open spaces which give it distinctiveness and attractiveness, contributing to its sense of place. 

The way the Conservation Area is managed therefore is critical to the health of the town as a 

whole.  

 

The purpose of the Management Plan is to set out specific management issues that need to be 

addressed by incorporating them into longer term maintenance plans and strategies. 

 

1.2 Scope and Structure of the Study 

The scope of this Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan is based on the 

guidelines published by Historic England and represents a factual and objective analysis.  In 

accordance with the guidelines, the following framework has been used as the basis for 

analysis: 

¶ Location and context 

¶ Landscape setting and views 

¶ Townscape and focal buildings 

¶ Archaeological materials and details 

¶ Character assessment 

¶ Negative factors 

The document has been structured to encompass these areas of study and concludes with a 

management plan and recommendations for potential amendments to the Conservation Area 

boundary. 

The aim of this appraisal is to identify and examine those elements which individually and 

collectively define the essential character of the area.  Whilst the appraisal provides a 

comprehensive analysis of the area, any descriptive omission of a building or feature does not 

imply that it has no special interest. 
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1.3 Survey 

Detailed surveys of Green Lane Conservation Area were undertaken in the first quarter of 2016, 

over the summer of 2019 and on the first quarter of 2023. These site visits provided the 

opportunity to gather photographic evidence, assess the condition of the areaôs listed buildings 

against their most up to date surveys and combine the research undertaken as part of a desk-

based study.    
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Plan 2 Showing location of Green Lane Conservation Area within Formby 
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2.0 LOCATION AND CONTEXT  

2.1 Location 

The Conservation Area is situated around a kilometre to the north of Formby centre in the 

district of Freshfield; it takes on the form of an axis encompassing the southern half of Green 

Lane, stretching from Paradise Lane in the east to Gores Lane in the west.   

2.2 Topography and Geology 

Green Lane is situated on former agricultural land, between 7 and 8 metres above sea level. 

Like much of coastal Sefton, Green Lane sits above superficial deposits of blown sand formed 

up to 3 million years ago. The bedrock below is sedimentary of the Sidmouth Mudstone 

Formation. 

2.3 Uses 

Green Lane Conservation Area has a large amount of open space including the prominent 

Formby Parish Church (better known as St Peterôs Church), a graveyard, playing pitches and 

grounds, and several private gardens. Apart from the leisure and recreational uses associated 

with Formby Cricket, Hockey and Squash Club, the Conservation Area also contains several 

houses, a school, public house and a number of retail units at the southern terminus of Green 

Lane.  

2.4 Study Area Boundary 

Green Lane Conservation Area was designated by Sefton Council in October 1983 having been 

first put forward two years previous by The Formby Society. In 2001 the renamed Formby 

Civic Society proposed amendments to the boundary of the Conservation Area, however at the 

time with no adopted Character Statement or appraisal; the Council deemed this as 

inappropriate. Green Lane Conservation Area covers around 8.8ha of one of the longest settled 

parts of Formby; it contains four Grade II listed buildings including the Georgian/Gothic 

revival St. Peterôs Church. The attractiveness of the area derives from the wide-ranging scale 

of buildings, their informal grouping and the variation of space between them. The boundary 

of Green Lane Conservation Area was carefully considered to incorporate buildings and 

structures of different ages and functions, historic pathways and open spaces and mature trees. 

It is this relationship between the built and natural environment, diverse architecture and 

historic interest which characterise the area, justifying its ongoing protection and conservation. 

The study area is detailed in Plan 3.     
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Plan 3 Boundary of Green Lane Conservation Area and Appraisal Study Area 
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3.0 HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT  

3.1 Early history and Origins 

The land constituting Green Lane Conservation Area has been settled since at least the late 

medieval period, although the oldest surviving buildings in the area date to the 17th century. 

Throughout prehistoric times, as most of Lancashire was covered by dense forest, present-day 

Sefton would have been too inhospitable to permanently settle. Remnants of ancient trees have 

been found along the coast at Formby confirming the existence of the forest. Despite this, 

footprints dating to the Neolithic era have similarly been discovered at Formby Point indicating 

at least some human activity in the area.  

No evidence of permanent Roman occupation has been discovered in Sefton, again with the 

thick wood and marshland that characterised the area acting as a hindrance for settlement. 

However, to the Vikings, arriving via the Isle of Man and Ireland during the 9th century, the 

forest and marshes were no deterrent, and the relatively unpopulated coast of Lancashire was 

rapidly settled. 

The name Formby is of Norse origin, originally spelt óFornebeiô meaning óvillage belonging to 

Forniô ï óForniô presumably a personal name. Fornebei was recorded in the Domesday Survey 

of 1086 as under ownership of three manors; Halsall, Walton and Poynton. In the mid-19th 

century Green Lane itself lay within the township of óOld Townô. The township has been 

referenced in various grants and leases of land in centuries previous including as Old Formeby 

in 1442, Olde Towne of Formbie in 1532 and Ould Towne Yarde in 1632.  

Throughout time Formby has become intrinsically linked to the coast and sea, it was once 

considered ahead of Liverpool for the construction of a system of docks along the south west 

Lancashire coast. A lifeboat station sited at Formby between 1776 and 1918 is uncontested as 

the first such facility in the world. The extensive dune system and planted pinewood forest are 

now popular visitor attractions managed by the National Trust.  

The area constituting present-day Formby was in fact nothing but a collection of dispersed 

hamlets and villages until the turn of the 20th century. The oldest surviving building in Green 

Lane Conservation Area is May Cottage which has a date of 1620 inscribed on internal 

brickwork, elements of the nearby 62 Gores Lane could however predate this by around 100 

years. Other surviving 17th and 18th century buildings include St. Peterôs Church, Church 

Cottage (21 Green Lane) and Church House which is thought to have been altered from a public 

house called the Formby Arms Inn. Yateôs Map of Lancashire, 1786, provides the first plan of 

the area and shows buildings standing on the west side of Green Lane and the Church as the 

only on the east side. However, it is difficult to ascertain which particular buildings were 

standing at the time. The 1845 Formby Tithe Map provides definitive evidence of the above 

mentioned buildings. Both cottages were leased from Thomas Weld Blundell Esq around this 

time.    

As detailed in the following section, the arrival of the railway in the mid-19th century prompted 

steady growth in Formby from there on after.  
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       Extract of the 1845 Formby Tithe Map showing early development on Green Lane 

 

3.2 Development 

Green Lane Conservation Area and its wider setting were largely undeveloped until the arrival 

of the railway and the construction of Freshfield railway station in 1854. At the turn of the 20th 

century the local population had climbed to around 5,600, increasing four-fold to 22,400 at the 

time of the 2011 Census. The population within Green Lane Conservation Area however 

remains relatively low with a number of dwellings.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

The clearest 19th century map of the area, dated 1893, shows significant development to the 

south of Green Lane towards Formby village and to the west towards the Liverpool, Crosby 

and Southport railway line, locally dubbed the óShrimp Lineô. This is also the first map to refer 

to the area as Freshfield. This name stems from Thomas Fresh, Liverpoolôs first public health 

Freshfield Railway Station photographed in 1912, largely unrecognisable 

against its later 20th century replacement 
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officer who donated land to railway directors in order to construct a railway station close to his 

Formby home. This is located at 95 Freshfield Road and is adorned with a Blue Plaque that 

was erected by the Formby Civic Society in 2014 indicating it as the former residence of Fresh. 

In the context of Green Lane Conservation Area, it was during the latter half of the 19th century 

that Piercefield Road was laid out and the landmark Grapes Hotel was completed.  

The Formby Cricket, Hockey and Squash Club was established in 1865 and subsequently laid 

out a cricket ground on land north of Piercefield Road. This had been expanded by the turn of 

the 20th century which involved a minor realignment of a public footpath which connects Gores 

Lane and Green Lane. The 1908 and 1927 Ordnance Survey maps of Freshfield show little 

development over the following decades. A year later however, the iconic Embassy Building 

was completed on the corner of Green Lane and Piercefield Road on previously vacant land.  

 

 

Development pressures post-World War II lead to rapid development locally, which had 

already seen Freshfield and Formby village merge into one coalescent settlement. Plan 4 shows 

how the majority of buildings in the area were constructed post-War. Within the context of 

Green Lane Conservation Area new housing was constructed adjacent to its northern boundary 

along Timms Lane and to the east in a new housing development named The Paddock which 

is solely accessed by Green Lane. More recently Timms Lane and Victoria Road, further north, 

have become property óhot spotsô and a trend is emerging of homes being purchased with the 

intention to demolish and rebuild to individual specification.    

3.3 Historic Uses and their influence 

Historically a predominantly agricultural landscape, Green Lane Conservation Area has 

retained much of its rural character through extensive open space and tree planting. The 

irregular street layout encompassing St. Peterôs Church has been maintained and the residential 

core of Green Lane south of the church yard remains as such. 

The cricket ground has been utilised for approximately 150 years, although other recreational 

components of the area such as the bowling green adjacent to the Grapes Hotel have been lost. 

General open space remains to the north of the Grapes Hotel and to the west of housing on 

Green Lane. The graveyard of St. Peterôs Church has been gradually extended east towards 

Photograph of the Green Lane/Church Road junction circa 1900. The 

Grapes Hotel can be seen to the far left 
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Paradise Lane. The original school buildings on Paradise Lane have sustained their community 

use.  

The most obvious change in land use has taken place where Green Lane meets Church Road. 

Although there is evidence of shops along this stretch of road for a number of years, they and 

the Embassy Building are relatively modern in comparison to the majority of Green Lane 

Conservation Area. 

3.4 Archaeology 

The Merseyside Environmental Advisory Service (MEAS) manages Seftonôs Historic 

Environment Record (HER). Within the Green Lane Conservation Area there are nine entries 

in the HER. 

Many of the listings are elements of existing buildings lost over time through demolition and 

alterations, including at Church House, Church Cottage, May Cottage and Thimble Hall. 

Within the immediate vicinity of Green Lane Conservation Area there are several HER listings 

associated with former housing and agricultural buildings dating from post medieval times to 

the Victorian era.  

As of 2019 there have been no archaeological discoveries within this part of Formby which 

predate the medieval era.  
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Plan 4 Showing relative ages of buildings 
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Plan 5 Showing uses of buildings 
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4.0 LANDSCAPE SETTING AND VI EWS 

4.1 Setting and relationship with the surrounding area 

As previously stated, the Conservation Area forms an axis centred on Green Lane itself. This 

is the principle vehicular route through the Conservation Area which actually only contains 

around 380m of road and is best appreciated on foot. Two historic east-west public footpaths 

are important contributors towards the designation; these include the late-19th century Church 

Path which runs between Green Lane and Paradise Lane following an original field line and 

the much older Cricket Path connecting Gores Lane to Green Lane. These provide quiet 

walking routes with interesting views across St. Peterôs graveyard and the cricket pitch 

respectively. 

The relatively open setting of the graveyard at St. Peterôs Church has been substantially 

undermined by modern development to the north and south on Wrigleys Close and The 

Paddock respectively.  

 

The northern point of entry to the Conservation Area on Green Lane is clearly defined by a 

visual separation at the junction with Cricket Path where 18th and 19th century buildings meet 

more recent development. The southern point of entry is less clear as a result of diverse 

grouping of buildings at the intersection of Green Lane/Church Road and Piercefield 

Road/Ryeground Lane. Scale and massing are at their grandest at this location, with buildings 

not only acting as a focal point of the Conservation Area, but as an easily distinguishable set 

of landmarks within Freshfield as a whole. 

The southern boundary of the Conservation Area is bound by Piercefield Road which limits 

views into the area, although this street itself possesses some historical and architectural merit 

as one of Freshfieldôs earliest Victorian streets. Similar development is evident to the south and 

east of the Conservation Area along Ryeground Lane and Paradise Lane.  

Setting of St. Peterôs Churchôs graveyard  Public footpaths mark the northern boundary 

of the Conservation Area clearly dividing open 

space and more recent development 
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The historic street layout within Green Lane Conservation Area has changed little over the past 

few centuries and numerous cottages with listed status can be found dispersed along these 

thoroughfares.  Despite this often unsympathetic 20th century infill development in between 

these heritage assets has drastically altered the character of Freshfield and Formby. Green Lane 

is now the only extensive area that has maintained this character reasonably well in an 

otherwise heavily uniform and urbanised area.  

4.2 Character and Relationship of Spaces 

The Green Lane Conservation Area occupies relatively flat terrain in historically open 

landscape with scattered dwellings and farmsteads. Although the area is no longer in 

agricultural use, the Conservation Area has retained some of its rural and character.  

View along Piercefield Road looking east showing Victorian development 

and significant tree coverage 

There is strong cohesion between the Victorian villas which line the south 

side of Ryeground Lane 
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Open space and trees dominate the area; they offer a relief from the urban grain that surrounds 

the Conservation Area. Open space is etched throughout Green Lane Conservation Area in 

various forms and remains one of the few constants within the much evolved area. Trees can 

be found along both footpaths, private gardens and lining streets. 

There is no clear hierarchy of streets within the Conservation Area; however, the meandering 

nature of Green Lane itself differs notably from the likes of the linear Piercefield Road and 

Ryeground Lane, most obvious in terms of volumes of vehicular traffic. There is no obvious 

relationship between plot size and location within the Conservation Area.  

It is possible to define particular character zones of the Conservation Area in regard to 

land/building use ï as is detailed in chapter 7, however periods of development and 

architectural styles vary greatly within these. The overarching character and charm of Green 

Lane Conservation Area stems from this assortment. A walk through the area is quite literally 

a walk through time depicting a 400 year plus history of Freshfield within 8.8ha.  

4.3 Views and Vistas within the Conservation Area   

The enclosed nature of Green Lane Conservation Area means there are limited opportunities 

for defining views within.  

The northern entrance to Green Lane is flanked by St. Peterôs Church and Church House; 

however, a bend in the road around 70m ahead presents a boundary wall. East and west points 

of entry via the two narrow public footpaths are largely tree covered, concealing much of the 

Conservation Area ahead. 

Principle views however exist across the Cricket Pitch, although this has been diminished by 

the installation of a fence separating the Cricket Path from the Pitch; and at the junction of 

Green Lane / Church Road and Piercefield Road / Ryeground Lane where uninterrupted open 

space is prevalent. These are pictured below. 

 

A view south across the Cricket Pitch from Cricket Path emphasises the 

prominence of open space and treeplanting in the Conservation Area but 

highlights the effect of the fence on this formerly open view 
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4.4 Green Spaces and Planting  

4.4.1 Greenspaces 

Green Lane Conservation Area is noted for its abundance of open and green areas and includes 

two designated Local Green Spaces; Formby Hockey and Cricket Club, and The Paddock. 

These areas were designated through Policy ESD1 of the Formby and Little Altcar 

Neighbourhood Plan 2019 with the reasoning that they are ñrecreation ground(s) serving the 

local community.ô Development of these spaces must be managed in a manner consistent with 

Green Belt Policy. 

A view north from the south terminus of Green Lane. During autumn and winter 

months, St. Peterôs Church can be easily seen ahead 

A view west from the east terminus of Piercefield Road, showing the extent of the 

Embassy Building and singificant tree coverage continuing beyond the 

Conservation Area 
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The single largest expanse of open space within Green Lane Conservation Area exists at the 

first designated Local Green Space, Formby Cricket, Hockey and Squash Club which 

incorporates a cricket pitch and an all-weather pitch. A number of tennis courts are located 

immediately to the west beyond the boundary of the Conservation Area. The second Local 

Green Space is a square plot of land known as óThe Paddockô which is located east of the 

Cricket Club and south of Church House and bound by properties on Green Lane and 

Piercefield Road. It has a self-sown boundary of sycamore with Church House gardens but is 

primarily an open field which is used by both the Formby Cricket Club and Formby Scouts for 

camping and other activities. The south-west corner of the field consists of mainly scrub and 

White Poplar trees which are slowly being strangled by ivy and lack attention. There are also 

two large dead elm trees adjacent the rear of the garden at Church Cottage. This plot originally 

belonged to Church House, having been used as a paddock (now reflected in its name), and 

was then conveyed to the Diocese of Liverpool in 1995 and retained by the Diocese when 

Church House passed back into private residential use. Other tree covered green spaces exist 

to the north of the Grapes Hotel and west of St. Peterôs Church Hall. 

St. Peterôs Church yard and graveyard is an extensive area of open space that now incorporates 

a óGarden of Remembranceô at its easternmost end. Although this land is under ownership of 

the Church of England, it is accessible year round via several points of entry along Church Path 

and on Green Lane. 

Plan 6 shows the extent of both public and private open and greenspaces within Green Lane 

Conservation Area. 

  

4.4.2 Planting 

 

Mature trees and shrubs exist throughout Green Lane Conservation Area. Many are protected 

through Conservation Area status rather than Tree Preservation Orders which are particularly 

common towards Timms Lane and Victoria Road.  

The linear plot of land to the north of the Grapes 

which has dense tree coverage and is only partially 

developed in the form of a beer garden 

The landscaped plot of land behind St. Peterôs 

Church Hall is accesible via the Garden of 

Remembrance 
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There are significant clusters of trees located between Formby Cricket, Hockey and Squash 

Club and Piercefield Road, adjacent to the Grapes Hotel, surrounding Church House, within 

St. Peterôs Church yard and along both public footpaths. On inspection most of these trees are 

also covered with ivy and are in need of attention. Organised tree planting in these locations 

can be seen on the 1893 Ordnance Survey map.  The trees within the Conservation Area are 

indigenous deciduous species of Beech, Oak, Poplar and Sycamore amongst others.  

 

Mature trees can also be found in a number of private gardens. Several mature trees have been 

incorporated within the pavement on Cricket Path. This has resulted in buckling in places and 

an untidy appearance. This stretch of pavement however lies just beyond the boundary of the 

Conservation Area.  

 

In general trees contribute significantly to the character of Green Lane Conservation Area; they 

soften the urban grain associated with modern development and help maintain the contextual 

rural setting of the area.   

 

  

Mature trees line the length of Church Path creating 

a sense of intimacy 
Trees are prevalent throughout St. Peterôs Church 

yard and provide privacy for worshipers 
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Plan 6 Showing open and greenspaces 

Compact tree planting has taken place along the 

driveway to Bridges Cottages in more recent years 

Hard surfacing up to tree roots can create  negative 

visual impact  on Cricket Path directly adjacent to 

the Conservation Area   
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5.0 TOWNSCAPE AND FOCAL BUILDINGS  

5.1 General Characteristics 

5.1.1 Grain  

 

The grain and density of Green Lane Conservation Area is challenging to define when 

considering all the elements which contribute towards it. Residential plots on Green Lane itself 

are reasonable in size, often twice as long as their widths. Despite a historically open context, 

the curtilages surrounding the areaôs oldest buildings have largely remained unchanged, 

although it is estimated that Church House has lost over half of its original plot since it was 

transferred from Church ownership into private hands. Despite this it still retains one of largest 

residential plots in the area, along with the adjacent Vicarage.  

 

The open wooded area south of the vicarage is one of particularly significant rural character 

abundant with wildlife, such as the red squirrel, a protected species in the UK included in 

Schedules 5 and 6 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, as well as various birds and other 

animals and insects residing there. The land is also frequently utilised by scouts from across 

the north west for education and training activities, and the rural aspects of the area positively 

contribute to the overall character of the conservation area.  

 

Plots surrounding non-residential uses are generous, again following original property lines, 

which in this instance were on a grander scale to begin with. This observation largely relates 

to St. Peterôs Church, the Grapes Hotel and the Embassy Building. 

 

More recent retail units located on the corner of Ryeground Lane and Church Road are 

constructed densely. This creates a greater sense of urbanisation, in contrast to much of the 

dispersed development throughout the remainder of the Conservation Area.  

 

5.1.2 Scale 

 

Scale varies considerably throughout Green Lane Conservation Area. It is representative of 

numerous periods of growth and influenced by prominence of location.  

 

Buildings of the largest scale, namely the Grapes Hotel and Embassy Building, can be found 

at the junction of Green Lane/Church Road and Piercefield Road/Ryeground Lane. This area 

receives reasonable footfall justifying buildings being of a grander scale. St. Peterôs Church is 

also of a grand scale, indicating its historical importance within the Formby area. 

 

The remainder of buildings in the Conservation Area consist of one, one and a half, and two 

storeys. Generally residential properties have become larger in scale over time.  

 

5.1.3 Rhythm 

 

Rhythm can be determined by regular patterns of building size and types, and the sizes of 

spaces between them. As indicated in previous sections, there is little consistency amongst 

these elements and therefore little to no rhythm within the Conservation Area.   
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5.1.4 Repetition and diversity 

 

The range of building and land uses in Green Lane Conservation Area offers little opportunity 

to identify repetition. The cluster of residential properties on Green Lane spans several 

centuries and architectural styles. Houses on the west side of Green Lane are all detached; 

however, vary greatly in height, massing and general design.   

 

The retail block on the corner of Ryeground Lane and Church Road is relatively consistent in 

design and repetition is evident in terms of advertisements, shop fronts and display windows.  

 

On Paradise Lane the diversity of two original school buildings constructed around the same 

time directly opposite of each other (detailed in part 5.2) is another indicator of the 

Conservation Areas sporadic development character.   

 

5.1.5 Roofscape 

 

The diversity in building age and design is evident in the óroofscapeô of the Conservation Area 

which varies from property to property, and there are few areas of cohesion. Prominent roofs 

exist on the Grapes Hotel and Embassy Building which is topped with a small tower, similar 

to one lost from the former. 

 

One theme running throughout several buildings in the Conservation Area is gable ends on the 

principal frontages of several buildings including Church House, St. Peterôs Church Hall and 

124 and 126 Church Road.   

 

In terms of roof materials, slate tiling predominates throughout the Conservation Area, the 

thatched roof of 21 Green Lane/Church Cottage being the sole exception.  

 

 

 

 

 

The distinctive thatched roof of 21 Green Lane 

undergoing maintenance 
The typical slate tiled roof of St. Peterôs Church 
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5.1.6 Condition 

 

Buildings in the Conservation Area generally appear to be in good condition, as all are currently 

occupied, however some are in better condition than others. The extent to which they have been 

maintained is difficult to ascertain where internal access to private property is not possible.  

 

Residential properties on Green Lane appear in good condition; however, some boundary 

treatments show significant signs of neglect. Buildings on Paradise Lane are also in good 

condition. Of the more notable buildings in Green Lane Conservation Area, the Grapes Hotel 

is now a busy public house that has been well preserved. Although significant alterations were 

made to the Embassy Building in 2009, the rear facing elevations show clear signs of neglect 

despite being structurally sound.   

The four listed buildings within Green Lane Conservation Area were most recently surveyed 

in September 2014 by the Council. May Cottage and 21 Green Lane/Church Cottage were 

deemed to be in good condition. St. Peterôs Church was deemed to be in fair condition as a 

result of some stone weathering. The listed sundial was also deemed to be in fair condition. 

The July 2019 site visits supports these findings.  

 

Moss and growth of vegetation on the walls and roofs of some of the Conservation Areaôs 

oldest buildings could be having long term implications for their integrity and permeability. 

 

 
 

5.1.7 Building Groups 

 

Green Lane Conservation Area was defined as such to cover a wide range of land and building 

uses. The historic and contemporary layout presents a number of areas where buildings act 

collectively; these are detailed below and are similarly reflected in the character zones 

identified in chapter 7. 

 

The north facing elevation of the Embassy Building 

looks into the Conservation Area and its poor 

condition is extremely detrimental to the character of 

the building and area as a whole 

The brickwork of 15 Paradise Lane (former Formby 

School for Female Children) is amongst the best 

preserved in the Conservation Area 
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Ryeground House and the adjacent retail units on Church Road are of the same use and 

appearance acting as an extremely strong and cohesive building group. Elsewhere in the 

Conservation Area the scattered and varied character presents few opportunities for buildings 

to act collectively, although the west side of Green Lane between numbers 11 and 27 consists 

solely of residential use. 

   

5.2 Focal Buildings and Features 

Within Green Lane Conservation Area there are a number of focal buildings and features which 

form distinctive landmarks, based on their perceived prominence these may be categorised as 

primary or secondary.  

Primary Buildings  

 

St. Peterôs Church and graveyard 

 

St. Peterôs was consecrated on 19th July 1747 replacing an earlier chapel destroyed during a 

storm on a site now occupied by St. Lukeôs Church, west of Formby. Foundation bricks, the 

bell, Royal coat of arms of Queen Anne and a sundial were recovered from the original St. 

Lukeôs and placed in the new church. Several alterations to St. Peterôs have taken place 

including the infilling of a porch at the base of the tower in 1830, addition of a chancel in 1873, 

erection of a half-glazed porch in 1884, replacement of the roof in 1900 and the later 20th 

century addition of a vestry. The oldest part of the church is in the typical Georgian style, while 

the later addition is Gothic revival in design. Famed architectural scholar Pevsner commented 

in his Buildings of England series that this variation in styles creates a "jarring contrast". The 

earliest burials within the graveyard of St. Peterôs relate to the Sutton family and took place in 

1746.  

 

The church lies at the center of Green Lane Conservation Area and is a prominent local 

landmark due to its varied architectural features. Both St. Peterôs and the sundial to the west of 

the church are Grade II Listed.  
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Grapes Hotel 

 

The Grapes Hotel was constructed in 1880 for Edward Jones a wine and spirit merchant brewer. 

The building originally functioned as a hotel and assembly room and a bowling green was 

located to the east of the property until the mid-20th century. The Grapes Hotel is noted for its 

internal courtyard, prominent porticos, dormers, mounting block, large and abundance of 

windows; including several floor to ceiling ground floor bay windows, and mansard roof 

reminiscent of Second Empire architecture. Several extensions have been added to the property 

which was recently renovated to a cost of half a million by pub chain Stonegate. Although the 

Interior of St. Peterôs looking towards gallery and 

the oldest part of the church 

 

Grade II listed sundial located in St. Peterôs church 

yard 

 

Green Lane entrance to St. Peterôs Church showing 

the original elements including the tower and 

octagonal bell stage 

The rear of the church differs dramatically in terms 

of architectural design and scale 
































































































