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PREFACE
Legislative Background

Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Aldcal authorities have been empowered to designate as
Conservation Areas those areas within their districts which were considered 'special. The
subsequent Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act of 1990 consolidated
those powers and defid€Conservation Areas as:

"areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance”.

Such areas are diverse. They may be large or small; residential or commercial; civic or
industrial; old or relatively modern. They may represent social ideals or civic pride. They may
be specifically designed or speculatively produced; modest or gfdray. may contain Listed
Buildings of architectural or historic interest or may simply have local historic association.
However, common to all will be an identifiable environmental quality which should be
protected from unsympathetic redevelopment oratitan.

Sefton Council has declared 25 Conservation Areas throughout the Borough reflecting the
variety of building styles and environments exhibited within its borders.

Policy Framework

The content of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 is supported

by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the National Planning Policy Guidance
(NPPG) and Historic England 6AdvihedPPGantd e 16.
60Advice Note 16 are further supported by Sef
its Local Plan. This legislation and policy framework enables the authority to exercise greater
control over development within Conservation Aread,amhere appropriate, this may be
supplemented by the use of 'Article 4 Directions' to remove permitted development rights. In

this way, minor changes, which may be cumulatively detrimental, can be more closely
controlled.

Historic England have also produced a suite of documents that expand on the NPPF and provide

further advice on all di fferent aspects of
t he Management of Conservati ono,Arfe&tsroeg e tisCofna
and fAiValuing Placeso. Local Authorities have

to ensure that places of special architectural or historic interest are being protected. The
boundaries of existing Conservation Areas mayevesed, new areas may be designated and
those areas which have been eroded to the extent that their special character has been lost, may
be dedesignated.

NPPF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data
[file/1005759/NPPF_July 2021.pdf

NPPG
https://www.qgov.uk/guidance/conserviandenhancinethe-historic
environment#designatdueritageassets
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Hi storic England O0Advice Note 160
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagbsoks/publications/conservatkameaappraisa
designatiormanagemeradvicenote1/heag268-conservatiorareaappraisaldesignation

management/

How status affects Planninglecisions

Whilst the Council recognises that, for Conservation Areas to remain 'live' and responsive to a
changing society, changes must and will occur, it nevertheless undertakes to ensure that all
changes make a positive contribution to the character and appeaf#scConservation Areas

and do not result in any serious loss of character or features.

Planning legislation supports the authority by increasing its control over developments, in
addition to normal permitted developments. It does this in the following ways:

1 Buildings and structures may not be demolished without Planning Permission.

1 Trees of a minimum 75mm diameter trunk at 1.5 metres above ground) are protected
and all work to them requires consent from the Council.

1 New development is expected to reflect the quality of design and construction of the
surrounding area and should make a positive contribution to the area's character.

Local planning authorities may, if necessary, exercise even greater control by removing the
basic permitted development rights of householders. Under section 72 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the Council has a leggatih to ensure that
"special attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance” of the area when deciding planning applications.

Need for an appraisal

The first step to protecting the inherent qualities of a Conservation Area is having a thorough

understanding of its character. This shoul

protection. Such a definition requires a thorough appraisal of théoaassaess the contribution

of each el ement (e.g. buildings, boundaries
Whilst this appraisal aims to identify the essential elements which give this Conservation Area
its character, it is not intendeas a detailed evaluation of each building and feature. Therefore,
any buildings, features and details may still have importance even though not specifically
referred to in the document and any omissions do not indicate lack of merit or interest.

Conservation Area designation may result in implications for property owners through
increased statutory controls which carefully manage development, however designation can
also enhance economic and social wellbeing and provide a sense of continuitpo3the
effective conservation work can act as a catalyst for further regeneration and improvements to
the public realm. Conservation Area Appraisals allow the public to offer comment on the
observations and recommendations made within and the justifichtiesignation as a whole.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1.Background

This appraisahas been prepared by ttiee Conservation Team of thelanning Department

from Economic Growth and Housing of Sefton Metropolitan Borough Cauited purpose is

to clarify the designation of Homer Green Conservation Area, which will protect and enhance
the character of the immediate and surrounding area.

The cesignation as a Conservation Area provides the Local Planning Authority with additional
powers to protect and enhance the areas special chalastarstatutory requirement for local
authorities to publish up to date proposals for the conservation and enhancement of
Conservation Areas.

The Management Plan naturally follows on from the Conservation Area Appraisal and
identifies the essential elements of the Conservation Area in order to provide a thorough
understanding of its character. The Management Plan is the key tool for outliaingyhn

which the Council will seek to preserve and enhance the conservation area and how it will be
monitored.

Good management and maintenaacecrucial to the longerm care of heritage sites, this
means having the right skills and procedures in place to ensure that they are looked after in an
appropriate manner. Poor management and maintenance put heritage at risk, and can lead to
higher repairrestorationand refurbishment costs in the future.

1.2 Scope and Structureof the Study

The scope and structure of this Conservation Akparaisal is based on the guidelines
published by Historic England and represent a factual and objective analysis.

In accordance with the guidelines, the following framework has been used as the basis for the
analysis.

Location anctontext

Historic development

Landscape and vistas

Townscape and focal buildings

Architecture materials and details

Negative factors and opportunities for enhancements

= =4 =4 -8 -8 -9

The appraisahas been structured to encompass these areas ofvathidjpe aim to identify

and examine those elements which individually and collectively define the essential character
of the area. This will be done throulgbthwrittenanalysis and visual materials such as historic
and contemporary maps and photography.

The appraisal wilconclude withmanagement plan and angcommendations for potential
amendments to the Conservation Area boundashilst this documentprovides a

Page b



Homer Green Conservation Ar@ppraisaland Management Plan

comprehensive analysis of the area, any descriptive omission of a building or feature does not
imply that it has no special interest.

Detailed surveys of Homer Green Conservation Area were unde28Réand2022

These site visits provided the opportunity to gather photographic evidexaminethe
condition ofthe heritage assets and fully understand the character of the place. Combined with
the research undertaken as part of a desed studyt provides a thorough and in depth
understanding of the Conservation Area
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2.0 LOCATION AND CONTEXT

2.1 Location

Homer GreerConservation Area is locat@dmilesnorthof the City of Liverpool.
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Map 1 - Location of Homer Green Conservation Map 2 - Location ofHomer Green Conservation
Area Area in relation to the townf Thornton(South)

It is located 1 mile north of the medieval townshhprntonand separated by common fields
ltfalswi t hi n Seftonds desi gbeféeéodonGCeAaawcaliPlaids as

2.2 Topography, Geography andGeology

The hamletis located ina flat fen district within the Alt Valley, which is subdivided into
farming plots.There is anetwork of ditches within the Conservation Area createdobymér
mantmadeexcavationsat the site The northern part of the Conservation Area is naturally
bounded byrees, whilst the Southern area around Homer Green Farm remains primarily open
andis surrounded by cultivated farmland.

The geology of the hamlet comprises of Triassic Keuper Sandstone covered by boulder clay
and sanagedimentswhich are deposited between the hamlet and RiveinAlte Northwest
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2.3 Uses

Todaythere is a concentration of residentalellingstowards the middle of the Conservation
Area. Former farmsteads have reduced in intensity or are no longer working feontise
south is Homer Green Fanvhich still functions as a farm.

Although this hasdivertedfrom a purely agriculture settlement, the character of such has
remained.

2.4 Conservation Context
Homer Green Conservation Area is situated between Lunt Village ConservatiotoAhea
Southeasand Ince Blundell Conservation Area to therthwest

Homer Green, Carr Houses ahdnt Village all form a band of rural Conservation Areas
situated in the rural buffer between Crosby and Maghtiling along Lunt Road.

Homer Green Conservation Area was designated BrnAp6il 1996 under Section 69 of the
Planning [isted Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, alongside Carr House
Conservation Area and Lunt Village Conservation Area.
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RIS AN S N4
LA R

Map 3 - Map of Homer Green Conservation Area (Middle, Red Boundary L@&),HousesConservation
Area (North, Blue Boundary Line) ahdint CorservationArea(South, Blue Boundary Line)

2.5 Study Area Boundary

Homer Green Conservation Aresin the form of a rough rectangléis centered around the
former historic ACommon Crofto, which-ran pa
Easterly directionlt extends from Homer Green Faim the Southeastvith its associated
outbuildings and pondsip tothe presentday LaurelsCottagesn theNorthwest
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3.0 HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

3.1 Early History and Origins

The hamletis located northbfh e medi eval township of ATorentuno
Parish of Seftomand wageferencedn the 16 Domesday Booki he name figreestwo | i kel
beingan isolated farmstead or hamlethich isa common theme seen throughbwoth Sefton and

Lancashire.

Over time the name of the surrounding farmlands and eventually hamktdiasd,and a number of
name adaptations have been used. ddidd be the reason for a lackaoflectiveinformation regarding
its early residents and history.

Theearliestdocumentation of the hamlet is with the historical namf@ bfo u | raral dated from the
14" Centuryregarding the grant of land. There is afgstoric documentatiorstating the hamietas
beenspelti Hul mor e o

The 1769 Molyneux Estate Malpe name ofssociatel ands wer e namedniBBbul mer (
this had developed intofmmletthatwasr e f erred t o asintheBali mawé&s LG@me ars d
Directory and Histoy records describedit as atownship within Thornton 6 milesSouthwestof

Ormskirk. Another name variation comes fro@rdnance Survey Map of 184ghich publishedthe

nameof the hamleasi Homer 6 s Gr eeno.

24
:f:'ilv Hse

Map5-1849 Ordnance Survey map 1 d&feemdbencing the Hamlet a

Homer Green hemedievalroots which can physically be seen throughgbevival ofthe medieval
arrangement of the settlement.
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Historically, Homer Green compromised of one of tivomesday ploughlarsdwhich wasgiven tothe
Barony ofwWarringtonin the 11" Century.These were located north of where Homer Green Farm stands
today and the land behind Laurel Cottages.

This land was later granted to the Molyné&amily of Sefton, who already owned the third ploughland
which made up the Township of Thornton.

The MolyneuxFamily werea powerful and noble family who had influence and land in the Northwest,

dating back from the Norman Conquegt until the 20" Century The MolyneuxFamily owned 104

leases in Lancashire and are unlikely to have been popular with local falumdrsfiningtheir tenants

heavily, extracting over £3000 between 1646 and 1688. They were fierce royalists and the revenue from

their lands funded their economic recovery and power after being punished-kyyalist legislation

on the suspicion of being involved in the Jacobite plot. The eldest known member of the Molyneux
family, Ri chard Molyneux (Robert Mol ynweaninds f at
Sefton to the family were patrons of until the late 1600s.

Records show that in 1218e Molyneux Family of Seftograntedthe landof Homer Green Farrno
Robert MolyneuxRobert was the son of Richard Molyneux émelancestor of a long line afyounger
branch of tle gentry family known asthe Molyneux Family of ThorntoriThe Molyneux Family of
Thornton themselves lived at Homer Green Farm up until their removal to Wood Hall, Melling in the
15" Century. This is likely to explain the lack of resident freeholders in the area in 1600s.

The Molyneux family of Thornton held the granted lamd Homer Green Farmand the associated
Farmhousep until the 18 Century It was in thiscenturythe Bootle Family moved into the Farmhouse,
with the maldamily members working as farmers

Due to the small and rural nature of the Conservation Area, it is unsurprising that no significant events
have occurred or been recorded over the years. A few newspaper articles that have survived recorded
that in 1945 John Harrison of The Laurels wasdifi® at Liverpool County magistrates Court after
pleading guilty to failing to track the movement of 8 pigs, and in January 1944 Joseph Jones of lvy
Cottage pleaded guilty to stealing 10 heads of poultry. This could indicate the economic impact of
WWII or a potential rivalry between farmsteads.

3.2 Development

Homer Green was informally arr gauiedagrcultorallandi a me d
part of a township with communal grazing land. Homer Gredmisided by deep ditcand ha
organically developed, which can be seen through the irregularity of the cluster of farmsteads.
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Map 6 - Molyneux Estate Map of 1769

Today, this original arrangement is largely preserved with a small number of farmsteads grouped around
the east and south of the former Common Ciidfts can be seen with the overlay on Map 7.

The hamlet had avoided late'28entury expansion, unlike the neighboring settlements of Thornton
and Lunt, and as a result largely retained its cohesion and homogeneous building style. The informal
agricultural arrangement is in fact a near identical layout to The Molyneux Estatef I@6% with

the exception of the loss of cottagéscluding at the crossroadsn the original Homer Green
Ploughlands and crofts surrounding Lunt Road (which are now cultivated fields), as well as the
construction of Stday Cottages.
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&

\ [ | Homer Green Ploughlands

Common Croft
[] Eccelstone's Land
[ | Whitby's Land
=

/ Con Area Boundary

=/

Stanley Cottagewas constructed in 1921 for the Sefton Rural District Council and were a pair of
attractive agricultural workers cottages. Whilst they do have historical value individuailiyotagion
caussharm by obscuring the historical orientation of the Common Croft and disrupting the relationship
between Homer Green Farm and the settlement.

Map 71 1769Ploughland Boundaries on Modern Map
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Map 8 - Age of Buildingsn Homer Green

3.3 Historic Uses andr heir Influence

Homer Greerhasbeen used for agriculture since @riging with the Common Croft being the core of
the hamletThe Southwesplain of Lancashire is one of the most fertile agricaltdrstricts in England
andrural agriculture has continued to bsignificant characteristito the Conservation Area.

3.4 Archeology

The Sefton Rural Fringes Survey Report of 188@mmendedonservation Area status for Homer
Green due to itpotential archeological significance.

Excessive areas of ponds and infilled ditches are located to the East of the farmland at Homer Green
Farm as welbsurroundingh C o mmo n ar@rdiceé€tly through its middl&ome evidence suggests
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this could be the reminiscence of ground extraction of most likely marl, a carbonate rich mudstone
which would have been used as fertilizer.

However, there is a possibility that Homer Green Farm was in fact a moatddhstsdue tohistorical

records indicatingne of the Ploughlands grantet theBarony of Warringtorafter the conquest of

1066was a moted site, in addition kater records indicatg that the Molyneux family held a moated

manot In 1986the Merseysidé\rcheologicalSoci ety deemed Homer Green F:
Sitedo for being moated, however no archeol ogical

In addition to thisFieldwalking in the land surrounding Homer Green Farmhouse has produced finds

datingfrom themedieval or post early medieva¢riod These havéncluding potteryfoundin April
1982
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4.0 LANDSCAPES AND VISTAS

4.1 Setting and Relationship withthe Surrounding Area

Homer Green Conservation Area is approximatelyl.5km Northeasbf Thornton and 3km
West of Maghull The scattered collection of lelying buildings means the hamlet dosst
overdominate théandscapeThe designationf the Conservation Areand further protection
from the Green Belhaveaided the landscape remiaig open andelatively unchanged.

Long Lanelinks the hamlet with Thorntont is approximately 1km long whiatreates a clear
divide between the residential outskirts and rural farmst€adapproachStanley Cottages
and Ivy Cottageare thefirst indication of the hamlebut there are few focused views due to
thelow-lying vernacular buildingsvith the scale andpennessf the Common Croft Homer
Green Farm ands associated farm buildings remanmarily hidden behind &ne of trees
until theboundary has been reached.

View AT Homer Greerfrom Long Lane

Lunt Road approaches the Conservation Area from Lunt \é&J\agh flat agricultural fields
on either side of the road. This allows for uninterrupted views through to the River Alt and
West Lancashirewith the onlydisruptionbeing to the lowying dwellings within Homer
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Green and Park View. The roadntinues to cut through the Conservation Areégunction
with East Lane.

View Bi Homer Greerfrom Lunt Road

East Lane connects the hamlet with Ince Blundell me&ighborstwo agricultural fieldsThe
agricultura buildings associated witH u nt 6 s FaBrroa Bast Lanare visible from the
ConservatiorArealooking onto East Lane
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View Ci Homer Green fronkast Lane

The NorthWestboundaryis encompassed by private open feeldowever,unlike the other
boundarieghis oneis clearly determined by a row of tregmrallelto Broad Lanecreating
someseclusiorto the Conservation Areln the summer monttkere is a morstriking divide

between thédoundaryroad,andCommonCroft.

View DT Homer Green from thBublic Footpath
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Lunt Road and East Lane experierscgnetraffic flow as it is a key route to and from the
neighboringhamlets and villages this area of SeftorThe rural nature of the hamlet means
thisremaingrelatively light which does not have a significant impact on the rural character of
the Conservation Area.

The edge of Thornton is approximately 1.25km away from the Conservation Area boundary
through Long Lane. Long Lane does not hpaegementsso itis largely inaccessible without

a car. A bus stop is located bant Road opposite Stanley Cottages and is served by the hourly
133service.

4.2 Character and Relationshipwith Spaces

Homer Green Conservation Area ig s@stly amongst flat agricultal land and vast fields
and the low density of the buildings maintains the rural character.

Shallow trenches are found along the Eastern border of Broa¢digitkng the road with the
former Common CroftTrenchesarealso found encompassing the fields surrounding Homer
Green Farm along the Eastern border of Long laartehistorical importance.

Trees line the Common Croft along Broad Lambich createsa boundary around the
historically significant feature and for the edge of the Conservation Area.
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The South of Common Croft is opemith the shallow trenches not disrupting the wider views.

The flatnessof the surrounding fields allows faminterruptedpanoramic views of wider
It allows Homer Green Farm to be widehsible despite its distancedm the rest of the

countrysideto theSouth and East

View E 1 TheCommon Croft from Broad Lane, with The Laurels inBaekground

4.3 Views and Vistas Within the Conservation Area
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buildings.Stanley Cottageis again a focal viewpoint on approach to the Conservation Area,
along with the southern part of the common croft creating a wide vista.

View F - Thejunction at Long Lane looking down Lunt Larfieaturing Stanley Cottages

The Northern boundary of théonservation Areand Common Crofis sheltered and lined
with trees creating a more secluded environmé&inces create a natural break inttee line
which offer glimpses of thepen Common Croft

View G and H - Broad Laneand TheCommon Croft
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Map 9 - Map of Views and Vistas

4.4 Green Spaces anbatural Heritage

The Common Crofhot only has historical significance, but the large open space contributes to
the ruralcharacter and viewpoints of the hamiébwever, the construction of Stanley Cottages
has interrupted the openness of the northern.field

Uninterruptedviews from the surrounding open fields also contributé¢ortiral character.

Page p4



Homer Green Conservation Ar@ppraisaland Management Plan

Green Space Inside Conservation Area ]
Green Space Outside Conservation Area [
Trees

Hedges

Buildings

Con Area Boundary

Map 10- Map of Green Spaces

The rural quality of the Conservatidmeahas not been significantly harmed by modern street
furniture such as unsympathetic road name signs and lamp posts. This limiteshoddéde
continuedto maintain the natural heritage of Homer Green and aid the uninterrupted vistas of
the green spaces.
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5.0 TOWNSCAPE AND FOCAL BUILDINGS

5.1Grain

The grain and density of Homer Greerpredominatelycharacterisedby detached-storey
dwellings.

There arell purposébuilt dwellings in the Conservation Areamodernagricultural barn2
converted barnand 6 other buildings.

Type 1i DetachedAgricultural Dwellings

Characterisetly

2-storey

Detached
Purposebuilt dwelling
1-room deep originally
Gable Roof
Chimneys

E R I R

Homer GreerFarmhouse
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The most notable building at Homer Green is Homer Green Farmhouse, which was
listed Grade Il in January 1986 and likely dates from tieCkhtury. However, several
alterations have occurred away from its true form.

It is a rare vernacular building due to its high sandstone plinths surmounted by brick
walls with a cruck frame. The brick exteriohowever is not an original feature and
would likely havebeen added in the late %0 early 18' century with the rising
popularity and widespread availability of bricks due to the introduction of the railway.
The windows have experienced several alteratent stylesover the years as the
property has been extended and altered.

Many 19" Century features have remained on the property, although there have been
alterationsThe cottages bear a datestone from 1719 on the southern gable, however it
is likely this relates to the buildings core and the current buildings has been extended
laterboth ends

The traditional character of the properties with its architecture, scale and materials are
guintessential to Homer Green.

The Laurelsand Laurel Cottage

The Laurelsand Laurel Cottagenclosé the Common Croft to the North. The
propertes outline is visible on maps from the .&enturyand whilst the propess
have been renovated sincieystill maintainsometraditional characteristics.
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Broad Farm

R = : >

—~ — =

Located East of the Common Croft and has beentified as in the possession of
William Ecclestonon the Molyneux Estate Plan.

Holly Farm

Whilst the outline has been recorded off' t8ntury maps, thdwelling that stands
today is a reconstruction of the original dwelling.
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Type 21 1920s SemDetached Cottages

Characterisetly

1 Symmetrical pairings of sendietached cottages
1 Wall dormers on front elevation

1 Red brick and slate roofs

1 Simplistic chimneys

Stanley CottageiNo.1,2,3 and 4)

e

Stanley Cottages are early 20th Century workers cottages and repr@saotiern

addition to @nservatiolAr ead6s i nter est . TCotegewabscwast at i o
the original layouas they back onto the common croft, rather thanttagardsit. They

do however have a distinctive charaatae to their original symmetry

Wo r k eottayes of similar appearance and age are found in Lunt and elsewhere in
the southern Seftoaddng to local distinctiveness.

Type 31 Vernacular Agricultural Barns

Characterisetly

Similarfloorplanto their associateaiwellings
Minimal architecturaldetailing

Gableroof

Brick built

= =4 =4 -4

Homer Green Farm Barn (Converted to Dwelling)
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Broad Farm Barn (Converted to Dwelling)

The vernacular barns are of a simple design due to their historically practical use as
storage for agricultural equipment or for animals. Neverthelbey, are a visual
example to the agricultural history within the Conservation Are ammtribute
significantly to the rural character of Homer Gresrandhesubsequeribcation being

close tatheirassociated farmhouses.

Type 4: Working Agricultural Barns

Characterisetly

9 Industrialmaterials
1 Gableroof
1 Nowindows
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Homer Green Farm Barn (In Agricultural Use)

Homer Green has a working agricultutaim and historically, a barn has been present
at the sitesince the 1850sThe materialsare modern and an anomaly within the
Conservation Areand would not be suitable for future residential conversiaike
Type 3. Neverthelessthe active agricultural use ég@mplementaryo the origins of the
hamktand the gable style roof which is visible from public viewpoints is sympathetic
to the charactesf the Conservation Area

Type 5: Miscellaneous Buildings

Characterisetly

1 Singlestorey
1 Smallscale
1 Associatedvith dwelling

There areseverakmallbuildingswithin the ConservatiorArea. They are located away
from public viewpoints and have a limited contribution to the character of the
Conservation Area.

The rear agricultural building dthe Laurelsthe small outbuilding in the rear garden
of Laurel Cottageandthe small outbuilding in the garden lefy Cottagesdo not have
historic significance and are not referenced on historic maps.

A small brick outbuilding at Homer Gredrarmhas been featured on historic maps
sincel893 However its small scale anideingprimarily hidden from public viewpoints
with its secluded location behind the barn and farmhouse.

Page B1



Homer Green Conservation Ar@ppraisaland Management Plan

\/

NN

1 Type1

@ [ Type 2
\ I Type 3
Bl Type 4
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I Conservation Area Boundary

24

Map 11 - Map of Building Types in Homer Green Conservation Area

5.2 Scale

The scale of buildings remainslatively similarpresenting as 1 room deep andt@reytall,

to which the modest scale of Hebuildings in imperative to the character of Homer Green
The consistency ofhe scalegives a strong sense of character and homogeneity to the area,
despitedifferences irplot sizes anddistance betweerbuildings

5.3 Rhythm

Some rhythm can be observed with gagout of dwellings and farm buildings surrounding the
CommonCroft. However, Stanley Cottagesdisruping this rhythmby not directly facing the
open space.

The consistency in materials and scale has maintained a subtly yet aesthetically pleasing
appearance. The spacing between buildings creates a rhythm and distinction which contribute
to the special character of the Conservation Area.
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Stanley Cottages, Ivy Cottag@ndBarnalong Lunt Lane

5.4 Repetition and Diversity

Whilst there are unifying elements consisteng, each building has itswn quirks thatadds
interestto the areaHomer Green was never designed to be a united setting and the individual
farmsteads are a reminder that they were built independently to serve the needs of each family.

Stanley Cottageis the only exceptiorto this with a purposeful repetitive desibuilt laterin

the early 28 century However, he architecture adopted the traditional style that is seen
elsewhere in the hamlet, such as the use of red brick arumtlest scaleThereare properties
similarin Lunt Village Conservation Area.

Stanley Cottagewerebuilt to be identical but have been subject to alterations over time. All
four properties have changed their windmamesindependently from timber taryinguPVC
stylesand No.1 Stanley Cottage has construci@dside extensianAs the Cottages were
designed to be identical unlike other properties in Homer Green, interference to the symmetry
and repetitiorhashada negative impact on the appearanctheim.

5.5 Roofscape

Gable roofsare the most frequently occurring roofscape in the Conservation Areatheith
simple and modest design complementd#rtheh a m| agricdltsral roots.

View from Broad Lane of the Roofscapes of The Laurels, Broad Farm Barn and House
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There areonly a fewexceptiongo this roofscapeto which thesedisplay a Catslide RooOne
of these isat Broad Land-arm a convertedand extended formdrarnlocated to the North of
the Conservation Aee Another is a disused barn as part of Hélgrmlocated on Lunt Road

Catslide Roof o Broad LaneBarnandBarn at lvy Cottages

The more modern dwellingd Stanley Cottagesavemaintained theharacteristic gableoof

but with the addition of a front wall dormefs previously noted, No.1 Stanley Cottage has a
roof light which whilst disrupts the symmetry, is done in a sympathetic way and to
Conservation Standardany newroof light should be conservation style installed flush to the
roof and in norprominent elevationsAny new dormer windowsvould have to be well
proportioned on noprominent elevations with matching roof materials. Ma@ild reduce
anyharm to the charactef the area.

Wall Dormers alNo.3 and No.4 Stanley Cottages

Chimneys are a characteristic tohditional dwellings in Homer Green that should not be
removed, with the original pots displaying varying degrees of decoration. Modern additions to
the roofscape such as antennas, vents or sun tunnels contribute negatively to the Conservation
Area and should also la&oided due to lowering the quality and character of buildings.
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Chimneys within Homer Green Conservation Area

5.6 Conditions

The condition of the dwellingat Homer Greemre in relatively gooénd are occupied-his
includes theconversion of bused barns into residential accommodation at Broad Farm and
dwelling atHomer Green Farm.

A minor number of issues relating to buildingintenance have been identified ame to be
expected due to the age of the buildings. These have been identitieellass of render,
biological growthon walls, loose roof slates artflorescence deposit.

There are few remaining farm buildings that are in use or not been convotaedr Green
Farm has gurposebuilt modern farm building constructealt of corrugated metals and
plastic which has seeg signs ofaging. Howeverthis building isset backfrom public
highwaysandis hidden from the wider public viewso is not detrimental to the quality of the
Conservation Area.

The barn located on LuRoadis the exception to thjsvith the building beingn poor condition
andhighly visible within the Conservation Argla 2007, planning permission was refused for
the conversion of the disused barn into a private dwelling due to the intensification of activity
having a detrimentaffecton No.1 lvy CottageThebarn has continued tteteriorate since.
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Current disrepair of théarn atlvy Cottagesl-unt Lane
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5.7 Focal Buildings and Features

Lunt Road is the primary road through the Conservaiiea,andit is where most of the focal
buildings are locatedThese are not necessary the msignificant in terms ofhistoric,
aestheticor evidential valudut tho® buildingswhich arethe most likely referenced when
navigatng around.

Stanley CottagesceLunt Road an@revisible when approaching the hamlet from Long Lane.
Whilst of a modest scale, thpairing and uniformity of the 1920s cottagsprominent in a
relatively singular and isolated setting.

The disused baron Lunt Lands located on the corner where there is a slight betitkei road
Its visibility, proximity to the road andharacteristic architecture means it is a focal building
despite its declining condition.

The openspacen-between Homer Gredrarmand Lunt Laneare a focal featurelhe large
grass space bounded by a shallow moat is visible and creates a separation of the historically
significant Homer Green Farmith other farmsteads.
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6.0 ARCHITECTURE MATERIALS AND DETAILS

6.1Leading Architects

No notable architects have been involved in the buildings of Homer Gvhah isdue to the
rural location andhe practicapurpose of the buildirgy

Neverthelessthe localvernacular architecturef Homer Green hagalueby representing the
everyday history andural architecture of thdlorth-West.Vernacular architecture is defined

asa modest design that is specific to a region or period. It uses local materials and knowledge,
in turn resulting ira traditional yesimplistic design due to a lack of professional architects.

The Cruck Frame building of Homer Greearmhouseepresentan earlyconstruction method
that dates back from medieval timeblp until the late 1% Centurythis constructiorwas
commonplace in rural dwellings and farm buildings.

Example of a Cruck Frame Structure

6.2 Prominent Styles

Due to the rural agricultural history the buildirfgsve asimple vernaculaarchitectureThere
is reoccurrence of detached buildings with gable roof in the formstdrizy dwellings and
converted barns.

StanleyCottages aréhe most moderpurposebuilt dwellings in the Conservation Area but
have takencharacteristicsof this vernacular architecturavith the gable roofso there is
consistency to the style.
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6.3 Materials

There is dimited palette of materials amloursthroughout the Conservation Area that create
consistency and charact&ate tiles anded brickarecommonly usé for dwellings and farm
buildings The only exception to this where render has been used for the dwelling at Holly
Farm and The Laurels and the working farm building at Homer Green Farm having a
corrugated roofSandstone is also a traditional material of the area, as it was used as foundation
on vernacular buildings. A clear example of this is the barn at Broad Farm.

Typical Brickwork with Sandstone foundati@md Tiling in Homer Green

Modern versions of slatéiles and brickworkcan appear moraystematicand modern
interpretationsunsympatheticallycontrast to theauthentichistoric character. Repurposed
historic materials should be sourced where possible.

IEH =

InappropriateReplicaMaterials withinHomer Green

6.4 Typical Features andDetails

The traditional buildings in Homer Greewere individually designed for each farmstead
however theyshare a variety of common architectural feauvhich positively contribute to
the character of the Conservation Area.

Stone plaques that name and date the historic house should be maintained and protected as this
adds a unique quality to the propekiarsh chemicals aandblastinghould be avoided when
cleaning them as this can erode the detailing.

The agricultural fences on the corner of Lunt Road and Long Lane are another feature that
contributes to the rural character of the area. Although their poor condition for lack of
maintenance they are considered a positive contribution to the charattter@dnservation

Area.
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Decorative stonepposite Stanley Cottagasd agricultural fences on the corner of Lunt Road and Long
Lane
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Character
I Buildings Critical to the Character of the Area

[ Buildings that Contribute to the Character of the Area

I Buildings of Neutral Interest

Il Buildings that are Detrimental to the Character of the Area
== Conservation Area Boundary

N / NN\

Map 12- Character Assessment of the Conservation Area
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7.0 NEGATIVE FACTORS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR
ENHANCEMENT

7.1 Overview

Change is inevitable tboth places and building over timgue tochanges in lifestyles,
technologiesand practicalities. However, tmanagement and method of these changes that
occurwithin historic buildings can be the difference between the erosion or preservation of the
characterhistory,and qualityof a place.

There areseveralssueawvithin the Conservation Area which can erode the character of the area
and can be summarised into the following categories.

7.2 Poor Quality Later 20" Century Development

Homer Green is fortunate to have not experienced the same intensity of development as the
neighbairing settlement®f Lunt or Thornton.This has contributed to the rural characteristics
and significance of the designation of the Conservation Area.

The Green Belthasprevened significantdevelopment that would have a negative impact on
the open and rural characteristi®¥hilst Stanley Cottagehave merit today, o further
developmenbf this intensityshould occur within the Common Creafaindue to its medieval
historical and evidential value.

7.3 Unsympathetic Extensions

Despite the lack of major development, additions to individual properties have contributed to
the erosion of the character through unsympathetic desigpoamduality materials.

The symmetryand simplicityof the vernacular style means that extensions candooklids
withoutcarefulconsiderationSide extensionthat have unsympathetindows or roofscapes,
or are of annappropriatescale should be avoided

Side Extensionthat off-balance thevVernacularDesignand Symmetry
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At someproperties porches have been added to the front of propanties principlethey

should not cause significant harm due to the subservient nature. However, any porches should
be sympatheticegardingscale, materials arfthve an appropriateof pitch as to not to detract

from the traditional and vernacular characteristics of the Conservation Area.

7.4 Alterations to Historic Detailing and Materials

The erosion of small historic detailing and use of -traditional materials can cause
irreplaceable loss of significance and have a detrimental impact ooh#racter ofthe
Conservation Area.

Windows RoofLights and Doors

Many properties within the Conservation Area have replaced dhigiinal timberwindows to
uPVC. This is not only damaging to the historic character of the individual properties but
causes harm to the wider street sc&enericuPVC windows require thickeframing, so the
original glazing bars and configuration of the window are remowééth contributes to the
historic characterTimber framed windows should be encouraged when windows need
replacing due to their aesthetic valal sustainable qualities of beisgurced froma natural
material.

The addition ofroof lightsto historic roofs can have an adverse impact on their character,
especially if they are located on the front elevati@onof lights if installed mustbe of a

6 c o ns er v aftushavithéthe sob goveengand in line with existing features of the
property to notook significantly out of place.

Whilst not as common, replacement doors can also have a detrimental impact to the character
of the historic environment. Where uPVC replacement doors have been ingradezhre
particularly obtrusive and lack the quality and detail that is found in original timber doors.
Modern and generic door framings can also cause harm through not preserving the historic
characterand again timber doors should be encouraged when replacements are needed.

Unsympatheti®oundaryTreatment

The removal of boundary walend theerection of modern railings has a damaging effect on

the street scene, destroying the rural and visual character of thenapgsopriate fences such
asthose with agenericmodern design, painted a rbaritage colouror where paint has not

been maintainedll detract from th@pennesand historic character of the Conservation Area.
Traditional boundary treatments such as hedges, trees, natural or sympathetically painted
timber (muted greens, browns) are encouraged.

Loss of Landscaping

Open green space andal environment is characteristic to the conservation diresscommon

at residential properties the desire for car parking often takes priority over landscaping,
however when located in Conservation Ardas can have a detrimental impact on the visual
quality. Natural landscaping should be retained when possible and where unavoidable, the use
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of permeable surfaces should taunterbalanceaith natural boundary treatments such as
ever green hedging to aid natural heritage of the Conservation Area.

7.5 Development Pressureand Losses

A significant development to the Conservation Area in recent years is the conversion of vacant
agricultural barns into residential dwellings. Whilst a change of use is preferred over the total
loss of historic buildings, any adaptations must be sympatsttbaot cause detrimental harm

to the character of the property or the rural nature of the Conservation Area.

Barns are significant as thegn provide an insight into the agricultural history and purpose of
the farmstead.

A converted barmug still resemble and maintain the characteristics of an agricultural barn
and be sympathetic to the wider Conservation Afeanaintainthe character successfutlye
significance of bammust be understood. For example, how gpaceis divided up inside,
how to letin light without theinstallation ofdomestic windows (which can give the impression
of a domestic house rather than a bamg how to retaihistoricdetails such adovecotesor
original beamsor ventilation gaps.

Working with the original structure and enhancing existing features is recommended when
converting barns. For example, working with the original roof slopes for extension, using
existing entrance ways, using glass bricks to fill ventilation gagesof roof lights away from
public viewand any additional windowshouldfollow to existing patterns.

A SympathetidBarn Conversionat Broad Farm

7.6 Opportunities for Enhancement

Severalmethods that counteract theegative contributionsto ConservationArea can be
considered.
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Guidance Leaflet

A guidance document has been drafted by the Conservation Team at Sefton Council on how to
maintain historic properties. This includes how to undertake sympathetic repairs, issues to look
out forwithin the home andreannualmaintenancehecklist This aims to bring awareness of

the importance of historic properties dodain amappreciatiorfor the value and prid® them.

Article 4 Directions

Guidance alone imot adequate measure to prevent all detrimental alterations. Article 4
Directions can be used to protect elements such as windows, doors, roof coverings, chimneys,
porches and front boundaries by neediogsent from the planning department for any changes

to them. Thisvouldhelp manage the development within the Conservation Argauld have

to be applied to all buildings within to avoid uncertainty and confusion.

S215 Notices

When the appearance or poor condition becomes detrimental to the surrounding area then a
S215 notice should be issued by the Council. This notice would require the owner or occupier
to clean up the land or deal with the poor state of the building.

7.7 Protection and Enhancement of Key Unlisted Buildings

It is recommended as part of this report that any buildings identified asdignifgcant to the
Conservation Area angreserved angrotected furtheras well as thaany buildings that are
causing harnshould have appropriate measures taken to enhance them.

There isoneListed Building within the Conservatiohreawhich isHomer Green Farmhouse
and wagyivenGrade Il status in 1986 .hEre arsnine Non-Designated Heritage Assetsthin
the Conservation Area

Laurel Cottage

Barn at Broad Farm

Broad Farm

Holly Farm

Barn at Ivy Cottages

vy Cottages

No. 1 and 2 Stanley Cottages
No. 3 and 4 Stanley Cottages
Homer Green Barn

= =4 -8 _-9_49_9_°5_2°_-2
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NAL

Z

I Listed Building
1 NDHA (Non-Designated Heritage Asset)

[ Not Listed
I Con Area Boundary

— 1

Map 13 - Map of Listed Buildings and NDHA

Non-Designated Listed Heritage Assets have some protettidhe planning application
process. Paragraph 203 of NPPF statés a balarficad judgement will be required having
regard to the scale of any harm or | oss and

Following the analysis of tharchitectural details within Homer Green it is suggethatithe
decorative plaque at the corner of Lunt Road and Lunt Lane could be considered for NDHA
status. The | a glacatisn@pposite Stanley Cottages and the original outline of the Common
Croft contributes to the sense of place and further protection for the small detail should be
considered. However, information regarding the plagues age and reasoning for its placement
cannot be found.
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8.0 MANAGEMENT PLAN

8.1 Introduction

The Management Plan naturally follows on from the Conservation Area Appraisal. The
Appraisals identify the essential elements of the conservation areas in order to provide a
thorough understanding of their character. The Management Plan is the key tdglifong

the way in which the Council will seek to preserve and enhance the Conservation Area and
how it will monitor this.

Good management and maintenaacecrucial to the longerm care of heritage sites, this
means having the right skills and procedures in place to ensure that they are looked after in an
appropriate manner. Poor management and maintenance put heritage at risk, and can lead to
higher repairrestoration and refurbishment costs in the future.

Homer Green Conservation Area has a strong sense of place due to its rural setting and the
architecture style of domestic houses. These distinctive elements contribute to the sense of
place and therefore it is critical that they are maintained.

The purpose of Homer Greenbés management pl a
sustain and enhance the historic environment. This will relate to specifichzlaed issues

and will cover the Conservation Area in its entirety. A strategic franef@oactions will help

co-ordinate the activities of both public and private bodies, and objectives are intrinsically
linked to existing and proposed Planning Policy. These policy documents and frameworks
should not be read in isolation but provide a clamgntary suite of documents to guide
development and provide solutions to manage and improve the area.

National Policy and Guidance

The revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in February 2019 and

sets out the governmentdés planning policies
the planning process. It contains a large raft of policies which arear¢léew Homer Green
Conservation Area, specifically that within

Environment 6.

Specific guidance on the NPPF is laid out in various formats particularly within the documents
of Conserving and enhancing the historic environment. Historic England have also produced a
suite of documents that expand on and provide further advice oiffetedt aspects of the
historic environment.

Sefton Local Plan

The Local Plan was adopted in April 2017 and supplements National policy and guidance. The
Local Plan sets out how new development will be managed in the period from 2015 to 2030

and encourages sustainable development and economic growth, as well aettoprof the

historic environment through its specific policies. This is specifically laid out in Chapter 10
0Design and Environmental Qualityd and Chapt
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Sefton 2030 vision

The Sefton 2030 vision was adopted in 2016 and sets out a vision for the future of the borough
and to understand and focus on what is important for the borough and its communities. This
will provide a foundation in order to stimulate growth, prosperitynsg expectation levels

and to help focus on what is important for Sefton.

8.2 Negative Factors Highighted Within the Conservation Area Appraisal

The Conservation Area Appraisal highlighted negative elements that have an adverse impact
on the character of the Conservation Area. This is outlined in Chapter 7 but can be summarized

as the following.

= =4 =4 -8 8 -9

Loss of original fabric

Modern additions to roofscapes
Abandoment ofkey buildings

Loss of green spadn private dwellings
Loss of ®ft landscapig and hedges
Lack of buildingmaintenance

8.3Management Plan

Issue

Action

Resources

Lead & Partners

Frequency

Development and Management

New
Development/Extensions

-

0 Determine pl
applications in line with planning
policies

-

0 Determine pl
applications in line with the key
characteristics of the
Conservation AregEx. two
storey gable roof dwellings, ope
space, traditional materialstc.)

~

0O Formul ati ona
Design SPD

Withing
existing
budgets

Planning services

Ongoing

Unauthorised Developments

™

0 Enforcement
highlighting priorities foraction

~

0O Proactive su
monitoring

~

O Enforcement

necessary

Withing
existing
budgets

Planning serviceg

Ongoing
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w

(0]

Barn conseryv

sympathetic and not interfere
with the original appearance to

Barn Conversions preserve the rural character of t

wider area

OEnf orcing of
works

Withing
existing
budgets

Planning services
and housing Ongoing
standards team

-

(0]

Agricul tur al

be sympathetic in desigacale

Agriculture Buildings andfinished inneutral colours

-

(0]

Proactive su

monitoring

Withing
existing
budgets

Planning services Ongoing

Maintaining the Rural Character

w

(0]

Maintaining the Rural
Character 0

Determine pl

applications in line with planning
policies

Applications

area that are visible from the
Conservation Area should be
sympathetic with scale and
density

Withing
existing
budget

Regeneration,
planning service§ Ongoing
and highways

-

(0]

~

(0]

Public Realm

Pr omot eopecation s

between highway engineers,
planners, urban designers,
landscape architects and
conservation staff in order to
produce and maintain a high
quality public realm

l denti fy and

improvements to the public
realm. For example

- Subtle road markings and
yellow lines to not detract from
the historic environment

- Minimise new signage that
could clutter the open character

-Pavement maintenance should
be sympathetic and not hathe
existing green space

-Street lighting scheme

Withing
existing
budget

Regeneration,
planning service§ Ongoing
and highways
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General Maintenance

Trees and Greenery

OTo maintain ang¢(
character of the area attention nee
to be paid to theetention and
maintenance of trees and greenery
and resist planting that is contrary
the open character of the area

OEncourage the |
review existing to ensure that they
are still relevant

0 Areas of land surrounding the
conservation area should be kept
well maintained.

Owner and

Planning Services Chgaing

w

0O Enforcement

Withing
Untidy Buildings 6 Use of plann] existing | Planning services Ongoing
ensure that buildings are suitab| pydgets
repaired ananaintained
0 Un d amahnad survey of| Withing
Monitor Condition the Conservation Area for the existing | Planning services Annually
national Heritage at Risk registg budgets
0 Best practic
maintenance of historic building
as been drafted. This includes o
advice on the following: Withing
Maintenance oBuildings . existing | Planning service§ Ongoing
- Awareness of issues budgets
- Sympathetic repair methods
- Annual maintenance plan
0O Best practic
energy efficiencyithin historic
buildings has been drafted. Thig
includes advice on the following
- Secondarylazing
_ - Use of natural, sustainable, Within _ _ _
Environmental Impact traditional materials existing | Planning service§ Ongoing
budgets

- Reuse and recycling of
materials

- Whole life performance
production e.g., use of cast iron
rainwater goods
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-Retrofit plan ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

8.4 Monitoring and Review

Clear and measurable historic environment objectives and targets are likely to deliver more
effective outcomes. Monitoring these outcomes can have the beneficial effects of:

Improving future plans and strategies.

Identifying where Article 4 directions may be needed.

Highlighting where supplementary planning documents may be required.
Highlighting where development outside of planning control, such as highways,
may compromise strategic objectives and solutions are required.

1
1
1
)l

Monitoring the historic environment helps reduce the risk of deterioration of the character and
key assets within. Heritage at Risk surveys of listed buildamgsonservation arease done

every year to assess their condition and gives the opportunity to raise any concerns.
Photographic surveys of all buildings and open spaces should be taken to have a detailed record
of the Conservation Area. General observations are also vafoabjetting a feel of the area.

When monitoring the historienvironment,the following indicatorsshould be taken into
consideation,

1 Progress in the prevention of smatlale changes to the historic environment.
For example, tarmacked front gardenssympathetidront boundariesand
modern additions to the roofscape like antennas/front facing skylights.

1 Adaption of traditional repair techniques. For example, lased repointing
and repurposed tiles and bricks.

1 Progression implementing enhancement opportunities. For example, uPVC
windows traditional gatesreplacing lost features like chimneys paisd
householder using an annuahintenancehecklist.

1 The design quality of new development. For example, the use of good quality
materialsandcompleted to a high standard

1 Seek viable uses for the vachwildings

The management plan should be reviewed cyclically with appropriate updated made when
required.

Page p1



Homer Green Conservation Ar@ppraisaland Management Plan

9.0RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS FOR CONSERVATION
AREA BOUNDARY

9.1 Designated Boundary

The boundary frondesignation is tightly surrounding the agricultural dwellings encompassing
the Common Croft and Homer Green Farm.

The historicakignificanceof the Conservation Area is the medieval Common Croft. Therefore
it would not be appropriate extendthe boundary any further as it would take the focus away
from the central feature of the historic asse@ess appropriate

9.2 Proposed Amendments to the Boundary

Historically, Homer Green compromised of one of thomesday ploughlands, which are

mentioned on the 1769 Molyneux Estate map. One of the ploughlands is already included in
theboundary | ocated behi npbughlandsrioedted sorth®bohgt a g e .
Laneparallelto Lunt Road, which falls outside the boundary of the existing Conservation Area.

View of the original Domesday ploughland north of Homer Green Conservation Area

At present, this area is still usedfasmlandand the only development that had been on the
land wasa cottage at thecrossroadswvhich has been demolished since 1984. Due to the
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medieval significance of théand, it was considered whether to include within the
Conservation Area.

.,

% [ Studied Area Considered for Proposed

Boundary Extension
B Conservation Area Boundary ff e /

/HM H‘x__v// /\

NN v\ / \ Y.

Map 1371 Studied Area Considered for Extenstorthe Conservation Area boundary

It is noted that &ey contributor to theural character is the openness of the surrounding fields
similar to the former ploughlandVe have considered extending the Conservation Area
Boundary to include the studiedea buhave decided that it is not necessaryt asfelt that
existing planning restrictions such as the Green Belt hold enoughtweiglotect this area
from insensitive developmeand overextending the boundary wodithinishthe significance

of the Conservation Area.

9.3 Unsuitable Amendmentsto the Conservation Area Boundary

Red Brick House

Red Brick House is Blon-designatederitageAsset,and its constructiowas prior to 1845
Thesiteis consistent with the character of the Conservation Anebthe reahistoricbarn is
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likely to have been for agricultural purposes originally. However, theutayfothe property
has remaineaonsistentwith the 1769 Molyneux map amgliggests that this dwellingas
associatedvith J n . Wh i t.bryetefore,ilveouldd not beappropiate to include this
property in Homer Green Conservation Area, where the hisgmtficancestemsfrom the
use of theCommon Croft

Red Brick House, Broad Lane

Park View

Park View, Lunt Road is a detached dwelling located west of the Conservation Area boundary
and was constructed not long after Stanley Cottages (between 1925 and 1938). Similar to
Stanley Cottageds it wadylelhaving the gable road and iednp | i s
brick.

However, thandividual building does not share tlsamehistoric value as Stanley Cottages
andrecent modern alterations to the property such as the uPVC wirafyaust extension and
contemporary boundary treatment have diminiskedistoric value Therefore, itwould not
be a suitable addition to the Conservation Area.

Park View, Lunt Road
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