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PREFACE
Legislative Background

Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Aldcal authorities have been empowered to designate as
Conservation Areas those areas within their districts which were considered 'special’. The
subsequent Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act of 1990 consolidated
those powers and defid€Conservation Areas as:

"(..)areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance"

Such areas are diverse. They may be large or small; residential or commercial; civic or
industrial; old or relatively modern. They may represent social ideals or civic pride. They may
be specifically designed or speculatively produced; modest or gfd@y. may contain Listed
Buildings of architectural or historic interest or may simply have local historic association.
However, common to all will be an identifiable environmental quality which should be
protected from unsympathetic redevelopment oratitan.

Sefton Council has declared 25 Conservation Areas throughout the Borough reflecting the
variety of building styles and environments exhibited within its borders.

Policy Framework

The content of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 is supported

by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the National Planning Policy Guidance
(NPPG) and Historic England O0AdvihePPEantdt e 16.
0Advice Note 16 are further supported by Sef
its Local Plan. This legislation and policy framework enables the authority to exercise greater
control over development within Conservation Aread,amhere appropriate, this may be
supplemented by the use of 'Article 4 Directions' to remove permitted development rights. In

this way, minor changes, which may be cumulatively detrimental, can be more closely
controlled.

Historic England have also produced a suite of documents that expand on the NPPF and provide

further advice on all di fferent aspects of t
the Management of Conservati ono,Arfe&tsroe e tisCofna
and fAValuing Placeso. Local Aut horities have

to ensure that places of special architectural or historic interest are being protected. The
boundaries of existing Conservation Areas maydvesed, new areas may be designated and
those areas which have been eroded to the extent that their special character has been lost, may
be dedesignated.

NPPF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data
[file/1005759/NPPF_July 2021.pdf

NPPG
https://www.qgov.uk/guidance/conserviandenhancinethe-historic
environment#designatdtkritageassets



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#designated-heritage-assets
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#designated-heritage-assets
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Hi storic England 6Advice Note 16
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagbsoks/publications/conservati@ameaappraisa
designatiormanagemenradvicenote1/heag268-conservatiorareaappraisaldesignation

management/

How status affects Planning decisions

Whilst the Council recognises that, for Conservation Areas to remain 'live' and responsive to a
changing society, changes must and will occur, it nevertheless undertakes to ensure that all
changes make a positive contribution to the character and appeafésdcConservation Areas

and do not result in any serious loss of character or features.

Planning legislation supports the authority by increasing its control over developments, in
addition to normal permitted developments. It does this in the following ways:

1 Buildings and structures may not be demolished without Planning Permission.

1 Trees of a minimum 75mm diameter trunk at 1.5 metres above ground) are protected
and all work to them requires consent from the Council.

1 New development is expected to reflect the quality of design and construction of the
surrounding area and should make a positive contribution to the area's character.

Local planning authorities may, if necessary, exercise even greater control by removing the
basic permitted development rightshafuseholders. Under section 72 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the Council has a legal obligation to ensure that
"special attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or
appearanceof the area when deciding planning applications.

Need for an appraisal

The first step to protecting the inherent qualities of a Conservation Area is having a thorough

understanding of its character. This shoul
protection. Such a definition requires a thorough appraisal of théoaaieaess the contribution
of each el ement (e.g., buildings, boundari es

Whilst this appraisal aims to identify the essential elements which give this Conservation Area
its character, it is not inteed as a detailed evaluation of each building and feature. Therefore,
any buildings, features and details may still have importance even though not specifically
referred to in the document and any omissions do not indicate lack of merit or interest.

Conservation Area designation may result in implications for property owners through
increased statutory controls which carefully manage development, however designation can
also enhance economic and social wellbeing and provide a sense of continuitpo3the
effective conservation work can act as a catalyst for further regeneration and improvements to
the public realm. Conservation Area Appraisals allow the public to offer comment on the
observations and recommendations made within and the justifichtiesignation as a whole.


https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
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1.0 Introduction
1.1  Background

This appraisal has been prepared byGbaservation Team of tHélanning Department from
Economic Growth and Housing of Sefton Metropolitan Borough Cauhleé purpose of the
Appraisal is to clarify the designation Garr HousesConservation Area. This designation
gives the Local Planning Authority additional powers and control with which to protect and
enhance the areas characteristics.

1.2  Scope and Structure of the Study

The scope of this appraisal is based@&Gui dance on conserwati on
document published by Historic Englarid. accordance with the guidelines, the following
framework has been used as the basis for this analysis:

Location and context

Historic development

Landscapes and vistas

Townscape and focal buildings

Architecture materials and details

Negative factors and opportunities for enhancement
Management Plan

Recommended amendments to the conservatiorbateaaries

= =4 =4 -8 _8_9_95_-2°

The appraisal has been structured in accordance with this document, focusing on specific areas
that have been highlighted within the document. Along with written documentation, visual
material has also been included, encompassing plans (both historicaluaedt) and
photographs. The appraisal concludes with a management plan and recommendations for
amendments to the Conservation Area boundary.the aim of this appraisal to identify and
examine those elements whittdividually and collectively defia the essential character of

the area.
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2.0 Location and Context

2.1 Location

Carr Houses Conservation Area is local8&m north of the City of Liverpool

Map 1 - Location ofCarr Houses Map 2 - Location ofCarr House<Conservation Area in
Conservation Area relation tolnce Blundell

Carr Houses is a small hamlet to the northeast of Ince Blundell village and north of Ince
Blundell Park Conservation Aree.t f al I s wi t hin Sef toatinédsn desi g
Sefton Councildés 2017 Local Pl an.

2.2 Topography and Geology

The hamlet i©on a flat landscape close to the River Alt and adjacent to théylog drained
agricultural landscape that encompasses Ince Blundell, Lydiate and Formby.

The geology of the hamlet comprises of Triassic Keuper Sandatuhé/arl Waterstone,
which is overlayed by Shirdley Hill San@he thick post glacial deposits of sand and till are
free draining and easy worked, which makes it compatible for agriculture.

2.3 Uses

The rural and agricultural history of Carr Houses is still evident in the surviving barn
conversions. The agricultural origins are still in use today with workingsfatrRigmaidets
and Kiln Farm.
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2.4 Conservation Context

Carr Houses Conservation Area is situad®®m northwest to the border of Ince Blundell
Conservation Area and 2.5keast of Hightown.

Carr Houses, Homer Green dnaht Village form a band of rural Conservation Areas situated
in the rural buffer between the coast and the boundary with Lancashire

Carr Houses Conservation Area was designated BnAp@l 1996 under Section 69 of the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, alongside Homer Green
Conservation Area and Lunt Village Conservation Area.
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Map 37 Map of Carr Houses Conservation Area (North, Red Boundary Line), Homer Green (Middle, Blue
Boundary Line) and Lunt Conservation Area (South, Blue Boundary Line)

2.5  Study Area Boundary

Carr Houses Conservation Area is relatively smaltehlitresaroundRi gmai dends Far 1
Kiln Farmto the west of the boundary and extends east to cover the main area of settlement.
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The conservation area boundary bisects Rign
associated buildingand half of one agricultural buildingxcludng several other modern farm
buildingsin the northeastqrtion of the farm.

~_
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Map 4i Map of Carr Houses Conservation ArBaundary
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3.0 HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT

3.1 Early History and Origins

Carr Houses is a smal/l haml et to the north
word, meaning copse on boggy land, so called, probably because of its proximity to the River

Alt. From around 1100, each medieval hamlet would have been surcbbgdewnfields

divided into furlongs for agricultural use, with riverside carrs and marshes most likely to flood,

used as meadow or common pasture.

Carr Houses has had a connection with Ince Blundell for many centuries, the name Ince
recorded in the Domesday Book as O6Hinned an
derivation similar to 6ynysd meani haginces!| and.
Blundell is situated on higher ground.

Following the Norman Conquest, Ince Blundell was held by the Barony of Warrington, later
passing to the Blundell family in 1195. The Blundells retained an interest in the land from the
medieval period until the 1960s.

Field names reveal something of the history of an area, the earliest recognisable reference to
individual fields around Carr Houses, show the names generally have a Norse influence for
exampl e, 6éCarcel doé a mamesindlude Glayvér bley,dGoréelandlHayt e r  f

Meadow Hey, Green Carrs and Black Carrs. Son
Shoot 6, which is postul ated as the site of a
Local field names 6 Br iay&lsoldinttmthehhistgrid locatiorss ofd Ki | n

postmedieval kilns although no physical evidence has been fdlnemedieval field pattern
around Carr Houses is reasonably intact.

Carr Houses also has a historic religious connection which reflects the Catholic history of Ince
Blundell andthe widerSeftonarea I n 1701 a buil ding called ON
the site of where 122 Carr House Lane now stands. It was intendedisedas school but

was lived in by Roman Catholic priests serving Formby, and from 1749 was uedi@guits

as a home for elderly and infirm priests to retire. The building was later occupied as a private
residential home until it was demolishmt he 195006 s .

Carr Houses was first identified in documents dating from 1402. A grant from this date records
that land attached to the properties was distributed throughout the open fields in Ince Blundell.
Although the extent of the settlement at this time has notdsemmntained, it probably consisted

of a row of buildings extending along Carr House Lane. An estate plan dating from the 18th
century shows this line of buildings. By thé"@®ntury theravas a focused group of buildings
around Carr House Lane and Hall Lane with a scattena®e widely dispersed buildings
further to the east along Carr House Lasefar as the current entrance to Ince Blundell
Pumping StationThese buildings were likely of $&entury originhowevermost ofthese

more easterly buildings hageibsequentlpeen demolished.

11



Carr Houses Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan

.l\ |
AN Y
-,\"\‘ ” -
\! ‘
. \ % ¥
ey £ B .
' ;‘ | 4 \ . : A i 7
Xy | g R b;t 2 A% ¥ .
S ~ (rlll Houwve *

Map 57 18450rdnance Survey map showing propermrsi buildings to the east along Carr House Laaé,
now lost.

The current settlement has shrunk to form a tight gamapnd the junction of Carr House Lane
and Hall Lane. The influences of intensive agriculture, land drainage, plantation and
embankment have removed all visible trace of former dwellings.

The surviving buildings that make up Carr Houses are associated with the two farms,
Ri gmai dends Farm and Kiln Far m.

3.2 Development

Carr Houses has existed as a s@agticultural settlement since at least 140%wa land grant
confirmed that there were propertiesre with associated land distributed through the open
fields of Ince Blundell.Since that time Carr Houses has remained a small settlement focused
on farming and agriculturd he land was owned by théeld-Blundell family of Ince Blundell

Hallf r om t he 11 0 0andhistoric mdps shdwehat pecél®adland were tenanted
out to farmers and otherdividuals living at Carr Houses.

During the 18, 19" and early 2t) centuries Carr Housedeveloped around two farms,

Ri gmai dends Farm and Kiln Farm, with their &
were a small number of otheesidential dwellings in the settlement whilshd their own

gardens andmall plots of landCensus records from the 1880s show that the majority of the

male residents and heads of household in Carr Houses were farm labourers at least some of
whom would have been working on Rigmaiden and Kiln Farms.

Ri gmai dends Far m-westporgos of thp cohsareatiom ardit pmai dend s
Farmhouse was built in the early to riif" centurywhich shows theontinuityof agricultural

land use in the area, aoder the course of I8and 19" centuries other associated buildings
were construct ed sucloas RifgmnaigemBarnd e n6s Far m

12
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An 1844 Tithe Map reveals that a large proportion of the land in and around Carr Houses,
including tre parcel ofland on whichRigmaide® &arnhouse standsvasrented from the
Weld-Blundell familyby a Ri char d Bl andhaarnme rvk84tocamsgssh el i st
SO it seems probable thia¢ wasthetenantf ar mer of Ri gmai dBytlles Far n
1939 Register census, Rigmai dends Farm was
along with his wife and two domestic workeFsielayout of the farm and its buildings changed

little during the late 19and early 20 century comprisingof the farmhouse, Rigmaiden barn,

the L-shaped outbuilding to the northwest of the farmhouse and a square outbuilding to the
north of Rigmaiden barrt would have retained an open aspect to the north of the farmhouse,
however by the late 80century the farmyard has been closed in by several larger agricultural
buildings to serve the modern needs of the farm.

Map 6- 1894 Ordnance Survey map showinc

- O [4
the earlier layout of Rigmaiden Farm Map 7-197006s Ordnance ¢

additional farm buildings and infill of the farmyart

Rigmaiden's

-~
Farmhouse ” . 1 ﬂ“"q,“ o

Aerial map of Rigmaiden Farm in 2023

Less is known about Kiln Farmvhich makes up the southwest portion of the conservation
areaThe name OKiln Farm6é does not appear on
recent name for the site rather than a historicalortree or i gi n of tisnet name
certain but was ptmably taken from nearby field namesfield to the norteast of Rigmaiden

13



Carr Houses Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan

Farm was histori cal lbna field to¢hd sodtBvest of kiln Faimlwas He y @
call ed 66,Kialnt hFoouaggth no evi dence o fDuriagtheidl® n has
and 19 centuries this site appeared to consist of only two builgigarn now known as Kiln

Barn and a former dwelling previously known®si | n Far m f ar mhouseod.

The building now known akiinBarn( i t i sndt c¢cl ear whea&slocatechi s na
on the lefthand junction betwee@arr House Lane and Hall Lan€he MolyneuxEstateMap

of 1769and a later map of 17&hows a building on the sig® it is likely of 18' century date.

The 1844 Tithe Recorshows that this barn was in aplotoflamdh me d o6 bar n and s
and was tenanted by Richard Blanchestab was probably the tenant farmer of Rigmaiden

Farm, so it is possible that it was associated with Rigmaiden Farm earlier in its history and later
came to be part of Kiln Farm.

The plot of landto the west oKiln Barni s wh e r e farkhodsé haterically

located. It was dong, linear building on a northsouth alignmemd despite its ham&as
actuallyathreeunit dwellinglikely lived in by agricultural labourerst may have been of 18

century origin butdefinitively appeared on OS Maps froiB45. Merseyside Historic
Environment Record notes that it was formerly a-statutorydesignated building of local

interest( al so referred to as Gr aClé eadlylbtown beck d t he
farmhouse with alterations and additions, 2 storeys and attitydbw portion has slate roof,

and adjoining smaller-8torey 3window portion to south has ofthg roof. Upper parts of

stacks repaired. Nedrl us h sl i di ng casementThisbuikdinpwad wood
inexistenceuntt he 19806s when it Patmlgempirss oftthis adilding d e mo
were stillvisible in 2014 but have since befely demolished Other late 18 and early 19

century buildings (probably agricultural or outbuildingsh this sitehave also since been
demolished.
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Photograph of Kiln Farm farmhouse in 1981
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Plan of former
Kiln Farm
farmhouse

Map 8- 1981 site plan showing earlier 2014 Aerial photograph showing partial ruins ¢

buildings on site. Kiln Farm farmhouse (since demolished)
The buildingat 6 Hal |l Lane now known as O4#idROA Far mc

century OS Maps from the late f@entury show a building of similar sizetire same location
which appears to have been disappeared by the edflget@ury. The current building can be
seen on OS Ma p sonwardoamis beleeed tb Bagelbéen usedhagmggery. An
extension was added 2012.The current area of Kiln Farm now consists of Kiln Barn, 6 Hall
Lane (Kiln Farm) and! large 28 century agricultural buildinggwo of which are used as
stables

15



Carr Houses Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan

i o o \
Age
I 18th Century
N I 19th Century %
s I Early 20th Century \
[ Late 20th Century \

[ 21st Century
=== Conservation Area Boundary

Map 9 - Ageof Buildings in Carr House€onservation Area

33 Historic Uses andtheir Influence

Carr Houses has been used for agriculture since its oraffiasactesed bylinear and smaller
scale farmsteadsmallholdings andomeresidential properties withardens The southwest

plain of Lancashire is one of the most fertile agricultural districts in England and rural
agriculture has continued to be a significant characteristic to the Conservation Area.

16
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3.4  Archaeology

Fieldwalking undertaken on landest of Rigmaiden Farm revealadsherd of possibly 17th
century black glazed ware, black glazed ware, brown glazed ware and one fragment of Midland
yellow ware. 11 clay pipe stems were also fquikely scattered bploughing.

A small arclaeological dig with Liverpool University was undertaken in the summer of 2000
at Kiln Barn. From this tiles, pottery, clay pipes and pony shoes were uncovered.

17



Carr Houses Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan

4.0 LANDSCAPES AND VISTAS
4.1  Setting and Relationship with the Surrounding Area

Carr Houses Conservation Aredasated close thady GreemandInce Blundell. However,

the area feels distinct from these due to the open fields that separate them and the compact
layout of the buildings in the Conservation Arda. addition, the designation of the
Conservation Area and further protection from the Green Belt have aided the landscape
remaining open and relatively unchanged.

Carr Houses Lane links the Hamlet with Lady Green. There is approxinza@ty between

the end of the 193Gemidetachedousing and the boundary of the Conservation Area, which

is comprised of open space that aids to rural qualities of the heritageTassetnding lane

up to the hamlet means the hamlet is primarily hidden on its approach, adding to its rural
character and independence from Lady Green.

"[ / YA/ 4 \"/‘ / i

View AT Carr House LangWest)

The East of the village Carr House Ldase dead end, but the vidvom hereis picturesque
with soft landscaping and heading framing the roalis contributes to the rural and
picturesque charactewhich was once home to a dense collective 8fchtury dwellings.

18
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ViewB 1 Carr House Lane (East) '

ViewC1 Hall Lane (South)

Hall Lane directly connects the hamlet with Ince Blundell hall and is surrounded by agricultural
fields. On approach the agricultural barns of Kiln Famavisible with a small ditch parallel
to the road (View C).

The north of the hamlet cannot peblicly accessed due to Rigmaiden FamersectingHall
Lane.

19
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4.2  Character and Relationshipof Spaces

Carr House Conservation Area is set mostly amongst flat agricultural land and vast fields and
retains its strong relationship tisis surrounding landCarr Houses follows a linear settlement
pattern.The routesof Carr House Lane and Hall Lanate from at least the ¥&entury and

have largely shaped the layout of Carr Houske roadssubdivide the settlememind the
buildings are densely concentrated aroungthetion of these two roads, creating a focal point

of space within Carr House®griculture has heavily influenced the character of the
conservation area, with most of theildings either directly built for agricultural purposes or
linked to that industry, andhé low density of the buildings maintains the rural character.

4.3 Views and Vistasvithin the Conservation Area

The building at Carr Houses are concentrated arounduhetijon of Carr House Lane and
Hall Lane.

West of Carr House Lane me to Rigmaiden Farmhouse, farm and barns that are now
converteddwellings. As the main route into the hamlet this feaal viewpointon approach,

with the contrast in building designs and trees being key elements. The width of the
Conservation Area is visible due to straight road.

View ET Rigmaiden Farmhoue and Barn

Detached dwellings that are set backEest of Carr Houses Lanehich contributes to the
green landscape.

20
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View Fi East of Carr House Lanepof of 3 Hall Lane visible

The red brick barns of Carr Houses are nposiminentin Hall Lane

21
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Viw Gi View from Hall Lane

e

View H '|' Viéw of Ha{ll Lane.

22
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.‘:\

Map 10 - Views and Vistas

44  Character and Open Space

Carr Houses is a relatively small Conservation Area hildings closely compactedocated
on flat land surrounded by agricultural fielcsntributes to the rural character.

A shallow trench is located parallel to Hall Lane.
45 Green Spaces andihe Natural Heritage

The high density of buildings means theremmimal green space within the Conservation
Area, however the surrounding agricultural fields do add significant character to the rural
setting.The only open area of green space within the conservation area is the plot at 120 Carr
HouselLane, however this is likely to be temporary as there is an approved planning
application for a new dwelling on this site.

Soft landscaping with trees that line Carr Houses Lane at thee oéi@arr Houses and grass
edges that act as a buffer between the houses and road play a crucial role in adding character
to the area.

The rural quality of the Conservation Area is enhanced by the absence of modern street
furniture and unsympathetic road name signage and lamppbstdimited usage should be
continued to maintain the natural heritage of Carr Houses and aid the uninterrupted vistas of
the green spaces.

23
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Green Space Inside Conservation Area

Green Space Outside Conservation Area

Hedges
Pond

Map 11 - Green Spaces
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5.0 TOWNSCAPE AND FOCAL BUILDINGS
5.1 Townscape
5.1.1 Grain

The grain and density of buildings at Carr Housgwéslominantlycharacterized by-&torey
dwellings,smaller 1storey dwellings antoth purposéuilt and converted barns.

Type 11 Traditional Two-Storey Detached Dwellings

Characterised By

1 2-storey
1 Detached
1 Purposebuilt dwelling
1 1-room deep originally
1 Gable Roof
1 Chimneys
o 4
< = mnn
[ 1]
l >
a )
"4
Rigmaiden Farmhouse
The most notable building at Carr Houses

Il in October 1984ndis the only listed building in the settlemenhe buildingdates from the
18" century although it has been subsequently altered.

It is a 2bay brick buildingwith rendered exterior of twstoreys (with rear thirdtorey) gabled
porch with rounearched openingnd three chimney stacks. The house is set back from Carr
House Langiving it specialdefinition from the road ansketting it apart from thsurrounding
agricultural buildings which are built directly fronting onto Carr House Lahe. windows

25
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and doors have been altered and replaced ovemtwoh¢he top portion of the righitand gable
chimney stack has been rebuilt at some point.

124 CarHouse Lane

124 Carr House Langates from the first half of the #&enturyandalthough theexactdate

is unknown it is notpictured on the 184%lithe Map but appears on the OS Map of 1845 which

may place its construction between those d&tasl around 1970, 124 Carr House Lane was

the farmhouse for Kiln Farm. Similarn s cal e t o Ri gimsadlsda&2bdys Far n
rendered brick building of twetoreys with a slateovered gable roof antivo gableend
chimneystackd. i ke Ri gmai dendés Far mhouse t hiLase bui |l d
giving it special definition from the roadlthoughquite simple in design it does feature some
architectural detés such as thetonequoining andvindowsills. The doors and windows have

been altered over the years and forimck built onestorey outbuildinghas beerconverted

andjoined to the original house as extension.

Type 21 Traditional One-Storey Dwellings

Characterised By

1-storey

Detached
Purposebuilt dwelling
1-room deep originally
Gable Roof
Chimneys

= =4 4 -8 -5 -9
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109 Carr House Lane

oL
2

126 Carr Houe Lne

109 and 126 Carr House Lane are the onlyrevoainingexamples of this kind of dwelling in
Carr HouseLonservation Aregother similar buildings were historically demolishethey

27



