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PREFACE

Legislative Background

Since the 1967 Civic Amenities Act local authorities have been empowered to designate as
Conservation Areas those areas within their districts which were considered 'special’. The
subsequent Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act of 1990 consolidated those
powers and defined Conservation Areas as:

"(..)areas of special architectural or historic interest the character or
appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance"

Such areas are diverse. They may be large or small; residential or commercial; civic or
industrial; old or relatively modern. They may represent social ideals or civic pride. They may
be specifically designed or speculatively produced; modest or gidr&y. may contain Listed
Buildings of architectural or historic interest or may simply have local historic association.
However, common to all will be an identifiable environmental quality which should be
protected from unsympathetic redevelopment oratitan.

Sefton Council has declared 25 Conservation Areas throughout the Borough reflecting the
variety of building styles and environments exhibited within its borders.

Policy Framework

The content of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 is supported

by the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the National Planning Policy Guidance
(NPPG) and Historic England 6AdviheNdPPBande 16. T
6Advice Note 16 are further supported by Sefto
its Local Plan. This legislation and policy framework enables the authority to exercise greater

control over development within Conservation Aread,amhere appropriate, this may be
supplemented by the use of 'Article 4 Directions' to remove permitted development rights. In

this way, minor changes, which may be cumulatively detrimental, can be more closely
controlled.

Historic England have also produced a suite of documents that expand on the NPPF and provide

further advice on all/l di fferent aspects of t he
t he Management of Conservati ono Arfetsroe e tisC ofnsre r
and AValuing Placeso. Local Aut horities have a

to ensure that places of special architectural or historic interest are being protected. The
boundaries of existing Conservation Areas maydwesed, new areas may be designated and
those areas which have been eroded to the extent that their special character has been lost, may
be dedesignated.

NPPF
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/1005759/NPPF_July 2021.pdf

NPPG
https://www.gov.uk/quidance/conserviagdenhancinethe-historic
environment#designatdtkeritageassets



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1005759/NPPF_July_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#designated-heritage-assets
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment#designated-heritage-assets

Hi storic England 6Advice Note 16
https://historicengland.org.uk/imagbsoks/publications/conservati@areaappraisal
designatiormanagemenradvicenotel/heag268-conservatiorareaappraisaldesignation

management/

How status affects Planning decisions

Whilst the Council recognises that, for Conservation Areas to remain 'live' and responsive to a
changing society, changes must and will occur, it nevertheless undertakes to ensure that all
changes make a positive contribution to the character and appeaf#sdConservation Areas

and do not result in any serious loss of character or features.

Planninglegislation supports the authority by increasing its control over develogment
addition to normal permitted developments. It does thikerfollowing ways:

9 Buildings and structures may not be demolished without Planning Permission.

9 Trees of a minimum 75mm diameter trunk at 1.5 metres above ground) are protected
and all work to them requires consent from the Council.

1 New development is expected to reflect the quality of design and construction of the
surrounding area and should make a positive contribution to the area’s character.

Local planning authorities may, if necessary, exercise even greater control by removing the
basic permitted development rights of householders. Under section 72 of the Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, the Council has a legghtih to ensure that
"special attention shall be paid to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance" of the area when deciding planning applications.

Need for an appraisal

The first step to protecting the inherent qualities of a Conservation Area is having a thorough

understanding of its character. Thisshouldthend er pi n | ocal policies for
Such a definition requires a thorough appraisal of the area to assess the contribution of each
elementé.g.bui | di ngs, boundari es, trees, sur faces, €

this appraisal aims to identify the essential elements which give this Conservation Area its
character, it is not intended as a detailed evaluation of each buildifggtume. Therefore, any
buildings, features and details may still have importance even thoughpewuifically referred

to in the document and any omissions do not indicate lack of merit or interest.

Conservation Area designation may result in implications for property owners through
increased statutory controls which carefully manage development, however designation can
also enhance economic and social wellbeing and provide a sense of continuitpogthe
effective conservation work can act as a catalyst for further regeneration and improvements to
the public realm. Conservation Area Appraisals allow the public to offer comment on the
observations and recommendations made within and the justificdtaesagnation as a whole.


https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-appraisal-designation-management/

1.0 Introduction
1.1 Background

This appraisal has been prepared by @enservation Team of th€lanning
Departmentirom Economic Growth and Housingf Sefton Metropolitan Borough
Council. The purpose of the Appraisal is to clarify the designation of Hesketh Road
Conservation Area. This designation gives the Local Planning Authority additional
powers and control with which to protect and enhance tresarharacteristics.

1.2 Scope and Structure of the Study

The scope of this appraisal is basedoBui dance on conseravati on a
document published bWistoric England In accordance with the guidelines, the
following framework has been used as the basis for this analysis:

Location anccontext

Historic development

Landscapes and vistas

Townscape and fochlildings

Architecture materials and details

Negative factors and opportunities for enhancement

=A =4 =8 -8 -8 =9

The appraisal has been structured in accordance with this document, focusing on
specific areas that have been highlighted within the document. Along with written
documentation, visual material has also been included, encompassing plans (both
historical andcurrent) and photographs. The appraisal concludesanitianagement

plan andrecommendations for amendments to the Conservation Area bouldary.

the aim of this appraisal to identify and examine those elements intigtdually and
collectively defire the essential character of the area.



2.0 Location and Context
2.1 Location
Hesketh Road Conservation Area is locatetthénNorth of Sefton, approximately a mile

North of Southport town centre. The North side of Hesketh Road backs onto Hesketh
Golf Courselt covers an area of 5.4 hectares.

Southport

Municipal Golf Links

/ / P <~ e
Plan 1- Location ofthe Conservation Area in relation to
Southport Town Centre. Hesketh Golf Course.

2.2 Topography and Geology

Hesketh Road is situated on former sand dunes and marshiaiod previously
constituted the shores of thesh sea.Given its position it is not surprising thahe
landform of the area is predominantlgt andis approximately 10 meters above sea
level.

The area sits on an underlying bed of Keuper sandstodeéeuper Marl, which was
laid down in the Triassic period.

2.3 Uses

Hesketh Road Conservation Arisgrimarily residentiallt is composeaf 37 detached
and semidetacheduildings, all of whichform residential dwelling

2.4 Conservation Context

Hesketh Road Conservation Area is situated approximately a mile and a half West of
North Meols Conservation Area, and just over a mile West of Churchtown Conservation
Area.Thereforethis is the only Conservation Area in the close vicinity, highlighting the
unigueness and distinctiveness of the area.
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Plan 3- Conservation contexif the ConservatiorArea.

2.5 Study Area Boundary

The Conservation Area Boundary is approximatelstangulary siped. To the North

the Conservation Area is adjacent to Hesketh Golf Course. TWeiseéthe boundary is
where Hesketh Road meets Fleetwood Raadto the East the boundary is where
Hesketh Road meets Cambridge Road. The South side of the Conservation Area is
adjacent to houses on Argyle and Brocklebank Road. The majority of the buildings
within Hesketh Road Conservation Area adelressed and physicaliy Hesketh Road

itself, with the exception of 27 Brocklebank Road, 24 and 27 Argyle Rbath are on

the corner of the interséy roads.

The area studied for this appraissktended on the Conservation Area adjacent
boundaries and todkto account any external views into the area.



Plan 4- Conservation Area Boundary.
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3.0 Historic Development
3.1 Early History and Origins

Before any types of developments in the area, the land to the North of Southport belonged

to the Hesketh family. It consisted of the original village of Churchtown ancbtteges

of scattered fishing and farming communities set in a sea of largely unproductive sand
dunes. Historical plans paating the building of the houses show that most of the area
was previously marMahlsaarsd dek iHo wd stbhen as 0

The area around what today is Hesketh Road was originally known as Westward situated

iné Mar shsildte dHarddisHt ed of masisimilanto tHosestile r ma n 6 s
found around Marshside. The population in 1841 was approximately of 8,000. In 1851

one of the occupants was listed in the census as Richard Rimmer, a badger (shrimp
wholesaler). This huddle of cottages was an older developmertidrahside itself.

| sol ated i n t hMarws H diedwalladnsvedosim theht@vn, dhe

Little Irelandc o mmu ni ty had s p rSuch settlementsiware @ conemord 8 4 0 6 s .
feature on the fringes of our 19th century towns and cities. Living conditions for the
population were the poorest in the distidth large numbers crowded into unsanitary

conditions. There were twelve to fourteen people living in a cottage designed for four or

at the most six. Every child ibittle Ireland, with hardly an exception, wasck with

whooping cough, most of these children died of this disease and several more were not
expected to recover. Only three or four of the houskith Irelandwere provided with

privies with lock and key attached to the door.

Little Ireland was mentioned in the Southport directory of 1876 as consisting of 47
households and a school. Most of the residents were descendants of families driven out

of I reland by the potato famine of the 1840¢0
work in the bcal cocklepicking industry on Marshside. They had settled at the top end

of Fleetwood Road on what is nake golf course dfleskethGolf Club. The school that

was referredo in the OS map of 1894 was a small cottage used for the handful of children

-and apparentl y cal The shhalitéts of thR aqualid collectiomd Sc h o ol
of houses, who were mainly of Irish descent, gained their living as charworvemg@n

whose job is to clean and tidy an office or a private housefJase¢man who collects

cockles) donkey drivers and rag and bone gatherers. Over 100 people lived there, amidst

a cluster of pig farms, hen cotes, and stalllge Ireland gained itselfan unsavoury

reputation as a rural slum, infamous for drinking and fighting. The address figures
prominently in accounts of court cases. Serious assaults and woundings were regular
occurrences.

St. Marieon-the-Sands was built in 1875, in the town centre, the settldmstiaf Ireland

walked on Sundays all the way there for Mass, and back again. It was the memory of this
inconvenience which eventually caused the benefactor to ask the local priest to build a

small church in the Marshside area for the people who had settled there, agreda:

to endow it, so long as it was under the patronage of 'St. Pd&tickhomas Leigh, the

par i s h prwasasverypoosarea amd aardlifet They had nothing, really, and

they werenét welcomed by some of the | ocal s.
their ownchurch,thefoundationsvere vandalised each nighttad quick lime poured in

them and so onand they had tbring police 17 miledrom Liverpoolto guard the site
sothechurchcoul d be built. 6

11
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Photographs of t he cbBnudith. ©S Map 1894n(Faull nap ih Hidtoec Plams &ppendix. Little Irele
area circled in green.

I n 1865, the | ocal authorit y-hillwmtppakfort o buy ¢
the Second Improvement Adthe Southport Improvement Act of 1876 consisiédn

Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of Southport to

construct new streets and otherworksh e ar ea HiR p p wn Was & popuad

venue for outings. I't was situated about h
northwards development of the end_ofd Streetowned by the Hesketh familWhilst

Charles Hesketh showed himself todyeassured businessman, he insisted on donating

land to the town. Historians still describe this as a generous philanthropic gesture. As a

condition of thegift, he insisted that the authority made a wide cross shape pavement and

a road around the park. Additionally, the road had to be connected to thi spin

distant sewage system. A thousand tonsp$oil were imported for the creation of a

most attractive park. The effect on the surrounding district was immediate. The plots

around the park were quickly taken and filled with large villas. The previously worthless

sandhills had been transformed into Hesk&a r k , the townds- most pr e
class residential suburb.

Hesketh Park is one of the largest parks in Southport, a public Victorian park that still
preserves its character and style. It was designed by Edward Kemp in an oval shape, with
a total cost of £12,000. It officially opened in 1868, salterationsvere made in the

20" and 215 Century It was restored as part of a major refurbishment and restoration
schemeén 2007 It was designated as a grade II* Park and Garden of Historic Interest for
being; an early example of municipal park; the park design isteeunchanged from

its original layout; the park was laid out by the leading designer Edward Kemp, possibly
to the design of Joseph Paxton for whom he has previously worked; the park retained
many original structures (some listed as the Fernley astrioabobservatory and the
conservatory, both grade Il Listed Building) and has many mature trees.

12



Golf was first played in Southport outhport Golf Club on theddarshside Links

from 1885.Hesketh Golf Club (previously Southport Golf Club) was Southport's first
founded club four years before the more famous now Royal Birkdale. Southport and
Ainsdale club were established in 1907. Hillside Golf Club started in 1912 and the
Southport Municipagolf Links were added in 1913. All six clubs are still in existence
today. The course was situated on the Hesketh Estate Marshside Hills, to the North of
the affluent Hesketh Park area. It had beaséd from Edward Fleetwood Hesketh who
had succeeded his father Charles as Lord of the Manor. The original course consisted of
12 holes, designed by James Ogilvie Fairlie Morris. The sea walls, the crest of which
now provides a footpath through the couisregolfers had not been built and much of

the murse was vulnerable to flooding by high spring tides.

At the annual meeting in 1891, members were
the |Ilinks the club had been reluctantly c¢omp
club secured a new fourtegpar lease and was busily involved in improvememthe

course Charles Hesketh Bibby FleetwostesketHaid out a course, which included the

ground of the original links. He successfully invited the Southport Golf Club to return to

its roots and adopt the title of the Hesketh Golf Clthie nature oftte alterations to the

course are not specified, as there was much vacant building land still available in this

area. The suburban contemporary townscape was far from developed at the time as it can

be seen in the 1894 map. A probable reason lies in thenptp of Little Ireland, an area

which a Mayor of Southport had earlier desc
of the townod.

With the Golf Club flourishing, membership being over 200, folldwing the club

removal to Moss Lane the corporation had condemned most of the propkittjeat

Ireland under the Public Health Act. Mrs. Hesketh chose to evict most of the tenants and
demolished the properties rather than face the cost of upgrading them. Given the nature

of the inhabitants this was a turbulent exercise. Eventually all but half a dozen of th
6émore respectable familiesd had Wwhicen cl ear e
had cast its shadow over both the golf course and the mansions nearby Hesketh Park, had

been diminished. Mrs. Hesketh gave a further boost to middle class residential
development in the area by erecting the Emmanuel Church (gradsdd Building),

close to the site dfittle Ireland, on Cambridge Road.

13



Little relandwas descri bed as 6ééa | ow squalid | ook
ar r an g.eThey weresadunfortunate small community who were unable to integrate

with other local people. With the development of the Hesketh Park area and the Golf

Club it became a socially unacceptable neighbour and the little Irelanders were evicted.

Works started in 1901 and the surrounds and sitattié Ireland, which was nestled

among the tall dunes, were incorporated int
Catholic School became the greenkadper 6s co
and the few remaining cottages and buildings were used for the professionals, the caddie

master, a caddiebs shelter, and a bicycl e sl

of transport for the middle class. Remnants of some of these buildingsliche seen
today behind the Golf Club. The remains of the track which formed the spine of Little
Ireland is still visible, particularly in a dry summer. It runs across the first, seventeenth
and eighteenths fairways (Golf plan from 1902).

The Irish Catholic community is still here, and it has thriv@deof those Irishmen who
found work in Southport went on fimericaand madéisfortune.In 1912
this mysterious benefactor sent back money to build a church, dedicateddtrick on
Marshside Road.

Plan of the Hesketh Golf Links with adjoining roaxfs1902. Photograph of 1938 of Hesketh Golf. The area where L
Ireland used to be is highlightedgreen t he greenkeeperodés cottage (former St. Patric

Greenkeeper 6s clyg$ttPatrrks Schaol) ang forifhdr cottageaiserrently as storage.

14



HeskethRoad first appearediB8e e d 6 s Di r e c tinal®0g,bubitfapp8acsint h p o r t
the 1902 map of Hesketh Golf Club, so it was probably built around thatHies&eth

Road was named after the influential Hesketh family, who were instrumental in
establishing Southport as one of the fastest growing resorts in the second half &f the 19
Century. The population ih910 toppedto 51,000.During this time, Southport became

an obvious choice for many important figures to live, and this is true in the case of
Hesketh Road. Increased prosperity enabled people to build grand, sometimes
extravagant houses which survive today all over Southport.

Hesketh Radgrew rapidly after 1908 with over 30 residences listed in 1925. Among the
first were two civil engineers, manufacture, &nd agent, a bank cashier and a local
architect. Hesketh &ad although relatively modern in historterms, consists of
impressive Villa style houses set in attractive surroundlhgsa wide, tree lined avenue
enclosed by large Edwardian villas laid out with in spacious grounds. The houses were
developed in tandem with the Hesketh Golf Club situatetheland northerly adjacent

to the Conservation Area. Properties situated onNbgheastside of Heskth Road
enjoyed an uninterrupted open aspect overlooking the golf course and possess unusually
grandrearelevations that are designed to capture views of the golf course through large
bay windowslt also has the significance of the visit by Sir Winston Churchill, one of
the most important names of British political history and the link with early aviation
history of SouthportHe stayed ifRosefield Hall formerHermans Hill in 1909

Hesketh Golf Club provided an example of the beneficial effethefolf course on

Villa development in the area. The link between gaifi aniddle-class residential

devel opment was early established in Sout hp
|l ots around became automatically the sites o
intention was evident, construction of large detacretisemidetached dwellings within

large grounds. Each of the houses in HesketidRad a gate at the bottom oétharden

giving access to the course.

It seems however that not all the residents were golf enthusiasts. In December 1909 the
Southport Visitor published a photograph taken from the course showing two of these
gardens. One of them contained a nistti ce st a
in the neighbouring garden a board procl ain
gardeno.

In 1910 the Hesketh PaAerodrome in Hesketh Road was established. It was handy for
the owners of the new mansions over Heskethd® go for a fly before breakfast. The
Southport Corporation built a hangar and airfield on what is now the Municipal Golf
Links. It soon moved to land adjacent to Hesketh Golf Club before moving again to the
beach. During the First World War aircraft produced at the nearby Vulcan Motor Works
were test flown from this site. In May 1917 a canvas hangar was erected near the site. It
then became 11 Airaft Acceptance Park in 1918. And was subsequently taken over by
the Royal Naval Air Servicandthe original hangar demolishedeingreplaced with

two Bowstring hangarsThen itbecame an aircraft storage unit, part of 13 (Training)
Group. It was later 11 Aircraft Acceptance Park (Southport), intended to be used for
acceptance trials for the Royal Air Force. During the Second World War the site was
used by Martin Hearn Ltd (whichecame 7 Aircraft Assembly Unit) for Anson and
Mosquito maintenance and Spitfire repair with a side opening hangar for this work.
Aircraft repaired at Hearn's Liverpool factory were brought to this site for reassembly.
Aircraft arriving at the site werdsod dismantled and packed by 1 Packed Aircraft Transit
Pool. After the Second World War one of the First World War hangars was demolished
and the Second World War hangar was used as a bus depot. Recreational flying resumed
in 1946 until the site closed 965. The hangars were demolished in 1966 and replaced
by housesThe hangers were a landmark in Southport, for some timeodast it is still

15



possible to see remains of the apron running along what is Hesketh Road, which itself
was originally the taxi track to the beach landing area.

Photograph of the hangars areh airplaneat t he beach i n t Hoemernh&n§abs@tsHeskethdrd. &
highlighted on the majm green

Photograph of the hangars in 1965ed to dmp old carsRemainsf the apron are still visibleoday on site.

Southport Golf Links openeth 1913, t was designed by the world leading course
architect, Harry Colt.Originally the course was composed of 9 holes, today it contains

18 holes after the extension in tohdn 193060s

front of Hesketh Golf Club.

The sandhills of the golf course are protected as a Site of Scientific Interest and is the
habitat of the now rare sand lizard.

16
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Development

Hesketh Road itself was developed largelyhe earlyl90® .sThe houses of Hesketh

Road were all built around 19060 9 1 0 and designed in the O6ATrt
Englishd domestic revival styles with deli b
robust brick boundary walls embellished with stone and terracotta copings, hedge lines

and tree set in large extensively landscaped front and rear gardens and accessed via
sweeping, curved driveways marked by grand brick and stone gatélpietater houses

devel oped on site pr es e misteridal plahseshow thate 6 Ar t NoO |
buildings were developed in two distinct stag@stly the North side of Hesketh Road

(the side that backs on to the Golf course), the majority of these houses were developed

around 190@o 1910, whilst the houses on the South side and the few remaining plots on

the North side were built after 19, with exceptionof 15-17 Hesketh Radand23-25

Hesketh Radin the South part which were constructed in 22089

It is understood that the earlier houses that were built adjacent to th€@w#fe each
had a gate at the bottom of the garden giving access to thedsiode There is still a
physicalconnectiorbetween the Golf course and Hesketa® a pathbeside Rosefield
Hall which connects the two locationslthough not in use today still preserveghe
historic link

17
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From left to right.Path fromHesketh Radto the golf course; three examples of acceskegolf course fronthe properties
which are no longer in use.

The remaining plots in tharea were developed much latdrstoric plans show that 27

Argyle Road (on the corner of Hesketh Road and Argyle Road) was developed after

1927, and 12 Hesketh Road was originally built in the first stage of development, but

then demoli shed and r e lpwpodeduilt residentiahflatsA1 9806 s t
similar situationoccurred with 7 and 9 Hesketlo&dwhich presented some cottages

from before 189006s which wer hedthausepdlsoshed an
contained various arii@ry buildings within the grounds, as well as areas of formal and

informal landscaping.
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Historic maps from left to right, first row from 18%nd 191, second row from 1®and 1%7. Hesketh Bad
ConservatiorArea boundary showim green. (Complete maps in Historic Map Appendix)
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3.3 Archaeology

Over the years more land has been gaframd the Irish Sea, maningthe coastlindas
changed drastically. Thdarshside Hilk area was isolated for centuries because of its
constant flooding and itminhabitablespaceResulting imo settlements in the area until
the 17 Century. Theflood of 1720 affected the surrounding areath North Meols
being the most affected part.

There is no record of archaeological interest in the area held by the Merseyside
Archaeological Service Historic Environment Record. It should be noted however, that
the lack of findngs generally indicates lack of investigation, @posedo a lack of
archaeological/historical interest.

20



4.0 Landscape and Vistas
4.1 Setting andRelationship with Surrounding Area

The Hesketh Road Conservation Area is situated just off the main SouthpPogston
Road(A565 Cambridge Road). This is the main road into Southport frofNania and
continwessouthbound to Liverpool.

The Northern boundary of the Conservation Area is adjacent to Hesketh Golf Course.
The rear of all properties on therth side of Hesketh Road can be viewed frongtie
course Although thegolf course is not a part of the Conservation Area itself, it is affected
by any development there and vice versa. Many of the houses still preservehatyate
connectsto the golf course. These buildings are heavily exposed to the icy weather
conditionsduringthe wintermonthsfrom theNorth.

From left to right views 1, 2, 3 and 4 from golf course.

The Southern boundarycontains mainly residential housing. Argyle Road and
Brocklebank Road both lead into the Southern boundary, there are some key views when
entering the Conservation Area by either of these routes. The houses in these streets are
of similar age to the ones in HeskdRoad, howevemn Argyle Roadin particularthe
character and pattern of the housing is disturbed by blocks of modern phyilo§ats.

From left to right views 5 (from ArgyleoRd), 6 (from the tennis club) and 7 (from Brocklebaoiad}.

The Western boundary meets the junction of Hesketh Road and Fleetwood Road.
Continuing in awesterly direction on Hesketh Road leads to Marine Drive (the coastal

road), another significant view in the area. The houses further down Hesketh Road out

of the Conservation Area are mainly bungal o\

From left to right view 8 (from Hesketlo&), 9 (from Fleetwood &ad) and 10 (opposite Fleetwoo&d)
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The eastern boundary joins Cambridge Road (A565), as spawmdouslythis is a very

busy route for vehicular traffic. Cambridge Road also contains some grand houses, but
as with Argyle Road this is broken with the interruption of blocks of flats. There is a
grade lIListed Building on theouth side of Cambridge Ro&a8 Cambridge Bad, just

a ortway along from the junction with Hesketh Roédconsistsof a detached house
constructed in 1907 byohn Hugesn Art Nouveau style This architectural style is
constantly repeatealongthe housswithin Hesketh Conservatiofirea.

From left to right view 11 (from Heskethi2g), 12 (from Cambridge &adNorth) and 13 (from Cambridgeddd South).

Due to its location between two extremely busy roads in Southport (the coastal road and
Cambridge Road), Hesketh Road is subjected to much traffic especially during peak
times when drivers use it as a short cut in order to avoid the heavy traffic.

Regular bus services along Argyledliprovide links to Southport Town Centréhe
Town Centre is only 1,300 from Hesketh Badand is within a reasonable walking
distance.

The following maps show thestudied viewsfrom outside the Conservation Area
boundary (Plan 6nd the trafficsurvey(Plan7)
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Plan 7- Traffic flow inside the Conservatio
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4.2 Character and Relationship of Spaces

Hesketh Road Conservation Area is located on relatively flat land.gdlhecourse
adjacent to it reveals remnants of the former sand dunes, as in places it is stilTteésed
back gardesof the properties which are adjacent to the golf coarseat aslightly lower
levelthan Hesketh Bad However the Conservation Area itselfadlat developed land,
includingthe adjoiningroads

m H Hesketh Rd.

Section of levels of the baglarden properties adjoining the golf course. (Drawing tactcale)

Because of how it was developed and its settings, Hesketh Road Conservation Area still
possessean important relationship with Hesketh Golfubl Although the housesf
Hesketh Radwere constructed lateit alsostill maintairs aconnectionwith Hesketh

Park which was the first development of the area andmtie¢hat encourageduture
developmentsuchasthe Hesketh Golf Club.

4.3 Views andVistas within the Conservation Area

Within the Conservation Area there are numefk@ysviews. These consist of views into
the Conservation Area from tiNorthern andsouthern boundaries, also looking in from
the junctions with Argyle Road and Brocklebank Road. The v@se rear of some of
the houses in the arean be seefrom thegolf course, a well aswhen approaching
from Fleetwood Road.

When looking into the Conservation Area from these viewpoints an immense sense of
character is attained. The area is clearly defined through the pattern and style of the
housing. Each of the key views illustrates this character.

One of the most important key views is the one from the golf course, througbifires
footpathatthe back of the properties of Hesketbe® The site presents a great view of
the back of Rosefield Hall, the only Naesignated Heritage Asset inside the
Conservation Arealt is acknowledgedhat the footpath is only accessible to golfers
playing on the course.

TR D TR A7
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Key views from the golf course and the | ffoetpaths

The view from Argyle Radwith its green roundabout frames Na&-38 Hesketh Bad
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which is one of the earliest buildings from 1909 of @lmmservatiorArea and Rosefield
Hall from 1908, both are of extreme importance pravidea positive contribution to
the ConservatiorArea.

r"

Key views from Argyle Road.

The view from the corner of Heskethillxr and Cambridge &d shows the defined
pattern of theConservatiomArea, the consistency of height, style and colour pallet.

Key views from the corner of Cambridged®and Hesketh Drive
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4.4 Green Spaces andPlanting

The Conservation Area has no specific green spaces. At the junction with Argyle Road
there isaroundabout , whi ch constitutes t he
roundabout has various plamn it and because it is the only piece of green space in the
vicinity, it stands out and contributes to one of the key views.

The pavements on Hesketh Road are wide with regular tree planting along it, therefore
creathomd e & a0 @ihdere &d 50 ¢éreed planted inside the Conservation Area.
The width of the stredb the south of Heskethdadis moreprominent thathe one from

the north.

All the properties inside the Conservation Area present a front garden, usually with a lot
of vegetation. This is positive contributiorto theConservatiomArea,especially when
nativehedges are added to the back offtbat boundary wall creating a green boundary.

From left to right; Argyle Badroundabout; trees along Hesketlod&t a boundary wall with hedges

The trees and shrubs help soften the buildiagdbeingset back from the road provides
a verdant character to the Conservation Area. Thisindarced by glimpses of trees in
the reargardenswhich can be seehrough the gaps between the buildings and which
provide an added lay of mature landscaping.

Within theConservation Arethere is notillargeamount of green spaceété However,

Hesketh Park, Southport Golf Linksd Hesketh GolfClub are alllarge greenspaces
nearby that complemehtesketh Road Conservation Area.
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Hesketh Road Conservation Area Appraaall Management Plan

Trees

Green Area

Green Area Outside Conservation Ar /2
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5.0 Townscape and Focal Buildings
5.1 Townscape
5.1.1 Grain

The grain and density of the Hesketh Road Conservation Area is predominantly defined
by generous plots containing large seatatached or detached housapproximately

45% are detached properties, 45&midetachedoroperties, with the remaining 10%
havingpreviouslybeen detached houses andssgbently now converted into multiple
apartment dwellingsThe spaces between properties contributes to a sense of openness,
as does the width of Hesketh Road. Buildings generally fill only about 1/3 to 1/4 of their
plots. This sense of spaciousness is critical to the character GbtiservationArea,
especially the front gardens which adds vegetation to the area.

There are 37 plots in total inside the Conservation Area. The following is a study of the
diverse type of plots and how the buildings are implanted:

-Type 1

26 properties, 70% of théonservationArea, present long plots. They have small
front gardens and big back gardens with sdetached or detached properties which
occupy between 1/3 to 1/4 of the land. Taemer plot of 12 Hesketh Badwas
larger, but the original villa was demolishaadthe plot was subdivided.

-Type 2

7 properties, almost 20% of the conservation area, present corner plots. These are
the intersections between Argyleo&] Brocklebank Rad Fleetwood Radand
Cambridge Radwith Hesketh Road. They present a front garden but little to no
back garden. They are detached houses which occupy almost 50% of the plot.

-Type 3

Only 3 properties present small plots with small front and back garden. These are
detached houses which occupied almost 1/2 of the plot. The plot of 10A Hesketh
Roadis one of these cases, which is the plot that was subdivided from the land of
12 Hesketh Road.

-Type 4

Rosefield Hall is the only villa that has a big plot with a prominent front gdydien
limited reargarden. The building covers almost 50% of the plte plot of 12
Hesketh Radwasof this type before being subdivided.

The boulevard effeaif treesmentioned before is a positive contributiorthe character

of the Conservation Ared he street width is not the same on @th andSouth side

of Hesketh Rad although asymmetric, it creates an atmosphere of space with the smaller
plots on theSouth side of the street.
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| Hesketh Rd. |

Section of North and South sides of Heskahd Prawing not to scale)

South side
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Type 1
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Type 4
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Plan 10 Grain and density of plots inside the Conservation Area.
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5.1.2 Scale

Building heights are consisteat between 2 to 3 storeys. This gives a great sense of
character and alignment to the area. Separation between buildings is not consistent but
providesa sense opaciousneghat enhances the quality of the area.

The layout of the buildings consistentwith the exceptionof the modern flatat 12
Hesketh Radandthe historic mansioof Rosefield Hallat 40 Hesketh Bad The size
of the mansiomwas used to define hierarchyonstructedby a prestigious familyf the
era.

The scale of buildings is important to the charactétedketh Road Conservation Area
Generally, buildings are not ovelominant. The consistent height of buildings is
particularly important tahe views across the arelaom the golf course an@ambridge
Road.

5.1.3 Rhythm

Some areas of Hesketlo&present ahythm of properties with similar scale of layout,
going from a semdetachechouse to a detached houseanother semietachedind so
on. These can be seen to the north side of the froad No. 38 Hesketh Badto No. 16
Hesketh Radwhich is interruped by houses positioneah anoffsetangletowardsthe
road or larger layout of the villas. But in general,there is a consistency on the
architecturalstyle and materialof theseproperties, with a fewexceptionsof more
modernbuildings.

The sharedalettes of materials and architectural features common to each property,
together with spacious landscapes grounds and spatial relationship of building line to
street, provide a strong sense of unity within the Conservation Area. Whilst the richness
of detailing unique to each property adds variety and captures the eye. These are qualities
that give Hesketh Road Conservation Area its special charagipearanceand
uniqueness.

5.1.4 Repetition,Diversity and Building Groups

There is nomuchrepetitionof house design within Hesketh Road Conservation Areas.
It is clear, that individuality was an important part of the original concept of the area,
giving it an air of exclusivityAlthough, as mentiord before because most of the villas
were constructedt the samdime andwith the samarchitectural style, the materials
the colour paletteand some architectural features are constantly repestiett as
exposed timber fransen the front fagader decorated windows.

Diversity of house desigalsoenhances the character of the assavell as theepetition
of the architecture style and materiality. Each buildingnisjue however, sonfeatures
are repeatethaintainingthe same aesthetic forost of theConservation Area

The only repeated house design is RibandNo. 29 Hesketh Rad both constructed by
Norman Jones in 1919. Originally the buildings weggal, but because of alterations
and extensions tlyedo not look alike anymore. Thmrch design has changed in.[20
Hesketh Radand No.27 has added two dormers that disrupt the roof design.
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No. 27 and No. 29 Hesketlod&d

There are 14 semidetached properties inside tenservationArea.A pair of 5were
constructed as traditional miring buildings.The majority had been altered over tirse
today they do not look exactly equalttee sibling, but they can still be read as o
identified atNos. 15-17,23-25 and31-33 Hesketh Rad.

From left to right,Nos. 1517 Hesketh Bad, Nos. 2325 HeskettRoadand Na. 31-33 Hesketh Bad

5.1.5 Roo$cape

Most properties present a pitched roof design, a small amount have hipped roof and only
one property presents a mono pitched roof. All the buildings use clay tiles as their roof
cover material, this is a positive contribution to the Conservation Areatandd be
preserved this way. Most roofs are of red colour, a small amount present grey tiles and
some buildings have a mix of both.

A smallnumberof properties present rooflights, these are not historic but are done within
the conservation standards a sympathetic waynd are not causing harm to the
Conservation Area. Many roofs present interruptions as vents, sun tunnels or antennas,
these are a negative contribution for the buildings and the area and should be i&voided
possible A small quantity of properties present dormer windows, most of them are
modern additions, some poorly constructed which lowers the quality and character of the
buildings.New dormer windows are not generally accepted on principal elevations. Any
new dormer windows should be welloportioned and kept to nggrominent elevations

any new cladding must match roofing materidest of the chimneys are plain, some
present decorations but these are subtle and do not catch the eyes aMlestiarfi.the
chimneys conserve the original poome properties are in need of roof maintenance,
theyshowbiological growth such as mosséshensand small plants.
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From left to right, example of rooflights and antenna, example of dormers, example of decorative chimney with some t

growth.

5.2

5.1.6 Conditions

All the properties within the Conservation Arga accupied. Thareaconsistssolelyof
residential buildings which mostly are well maintained. There seemsrio jp®blem
with vandalismMost of the properties are in good conditifront gardens seeto be
regulaty maintained. A minonumberof buildings presenta fairer condition usually
needing sommaintenancéecause of loss of render, corrosion, blocked water goatls
biological gravth amongsbtherproblems

Focal Buildings and Features

(1) Rosefield Hall

The most notable building within the Conservation Area is number 40 Hesketh Road,
namedRosefield Halllt possessel@cal protection as a Netlesignated Heritage Asset
becauseof its historic and architectural valueghis is the largest building in the
Conservation Areat is aTudor styleEdwardiardetachednansion built in 1908y E.W.
Johnsonlt is set within large grounds of 0.3 hectarkss the largest property situated
within Hesketh Road Conservation Area and is strategically positioned admadbe

axis of ArgyleRoad and its junction with Hesketho&d It is highly visible from the
western approach to the Conservation Area.

It was originally namedHermorés Hill when it was first occupied by Baron de Forest, a
baron of the Austrian Empire who stood as a Liberal candidate for Southport in 1910
general electiondRosefield Halhas significance to the history of Southport through its
association with important feature figures in the development of the town including
Baron de Forest, the town's liberal member of the parliament and George Rose. Winston
Churchill was a guest of Bain de Forest in 1909 and stayedba r mo nl.&ChurcHill |

was in Southport to give arges of talk of free trade and support the Baron de Forest
who attempted to become Prime Minister in 1910.

The property was designed as a rumbling mock Tudor mansion and is built from red
Accrington brick with extensive half timbering at upper floor leviel. 1928 a
conservatory was addet the rear of the propertyy Packer + Cramptorin 1929
Hermons Hillwas bought by Mr George Rose, who was also the founder of the Garrick
Theatre on Lord Street, Southport. He renamed the propedgfield Halland made
numerouschanges to the buildirigterior and exterigrpreserving its original character.

He added the rose mouldings arouhd bargeboards of the porch. The howssrich

in ornate moulding insid&vith interestingfeaturessuchas fireplacesand decoraitve
ceilings As you enter the porch yaverefaced with a niche with a sheltch and lonic
pilasters.In 1933 it was extended by GeorgeTonge a leading architect in the area,

35



later additions werancluded in 1934.

Early during theWorld War I, Rosefield Halwas taken over as a children's hospital for
communicable diseasdsater, towards the end of the warwas sold to a Mr. and Mrs.
Jacobs of Scarisbrick New Road

Unfortunately, some interior features were lost when the property was converted into
flats in the 198006s and further ienther nal
property hd been vacant. However, the exterior of the property is largely as original
design with exception of the new addition$ the garags it is this external appearance

that makes a positive contribution to the character of the Conservation Area.

Althoughthe buildingtoday is used fditats, the property retains its dignity and grandeur.

It is an excellent example of mock Tudor (Tudor revival) architecture in Southport.
Before 200&he building was vacant and in a rather dilapidated state of repair, but it has
sincebeen restored and brought back into use. Little of its original features survived in
the inside, it has been added and extended in numerous occasions throughout the course
of its life. Rosefield Hall previouslyHermon Hills was the fist building constructed

within the Conservation Area, and the precedent for all further buildings constructed
through Hesketh Road.

Rosefield Halprovidesa positive contribution to the Hesketh Road streetségigethe

largest detached property and occupies the largest and widest plot within the
Conservation Area. The property is set within spacious grounds with broad spacing
bet ween t he nei g WNbrithwestandSoubhaaistThe spacing betiveen t h e
Rosefield Halbnd the neighbouring properties is significantly greater than that between
other properties along Hesketlodl This property also has a lower ratio of building
footprint to site area than most neighbouring properties. These factors cantbassert

a greater prominence f®osefield Hallthan to another property in the Hesketh Road
Conservation Area and consequently, due to its size, location and setting the property
assumed the role of a prominent and important local landmark which pronaistices)

sense of arrival into the Conservation Area from the western and northern approach.

Rosefield Hallis a key building in the Hesketh Road Conservation Area. The existing
prominence of this property, as a result of the lower side density and broad spacing,
should be maintained to affirm the landmark statuks@mse of arrival denoted by this

property.

Photos and drawing of Rosefield Hall.

(2) 28 Hesketh Road

Another important building in the Conservation Area, but tgasd is the property at
No.28 Hesketh Bad which is characteristic of the style of architecture of the stheet
Nouveal). It was constructed in 1909 By H. Jacksonlt includes a strongable fronted
steep pitch rogfwhich sweeps right down tmverthe porch(featurerepeatedn No. 30
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Hesketh Rad, which is supported by short Tuscan style columms high plinthThe

west side front includes stone mullion windows at ground floor level witlorih
window at first floor level ad small wooden casement at attic lev@h theEast sidea
two-storey bay includes brickpilastersat ground level and narrowsit vent in the
projectinggable The roofline is further distinguished Iigur tall stacks The building is
clearly deliberately designed to suggest an evolutionary growth with the linking elements
being the small p# leaded lights consistent throughout tregied fenestrationSome
additions took place in 19Xnd two windows were added on the sides in 1952.

No. 28 HeskethRoad retains its sweeping drive and large front garden and boundary
walls contributing positively to the street scehds this street frontage features as well
as the overall design and style of the building @aiservatiorArea designation would

try to preserve

Photos of No28 Hesketh &ad

(3) 2 Hesketh Road

No. 2 Hesketh Rad known as Strathmore, stands decause of its scalstyle and
important locationon the cornerof Hesketh Rad and Cambridge &ad It was
constructed by Fred W. Dixga local architech t t h e eimArtINguvedlOsyI® 6 s
The white structure is an important additimnthe Conservation Areand marks the
beginning of tharea at thé&ast boundary

Photos of No2 Hesketh Bad

No. 2 and 28 Heskethdadareconsideredgecondary focal buildings, while 40 Hesketh
Roadis considered thprimally focal building inside Hesketh Road Conservation Area.
The following map(Plan 11)shows the location of the focal buildinggthin the
Conservation Area.
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Plan 11- Focal buildings insidehe Conservation Area.
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